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partnership and future perspectives. Looking forward to
continued cooperation with American Jewish organizations towards expanding our
partnership,” Mammadov said following the meeting.

Azerbaijani leadership has undertaken a policy of cutreach to world Jewish leaders, continuing
a centuries-old tradition of brotherly relations with the Jewish people. Mammadaov, the first
Ambassador to Israel, is a major player in this initiative. Several days after his arrival in |srael
at the start of this year, he met with Malcolm Hoenlein, Vice Chairman of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations.

Prior to the meeting with Hoenlein, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev met with the President
of the Conference of European Rabbis, Rabhi Pinchas Goldschmidt, in Munich. Aliyev, who has
been targeted by Iranian propaganda due to his overt ties with Israel, emphasized to
Goldschmidt that close relations with the Jewish people is part of “the Azerbaijani way of life.”

Back to Index 8
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The country is a model of interfaith harmony, where the
nation embraces and protects its Jewish community - the largest in the Muslim-majority
world, and which has lived there since the 7th century at least.

Baku was one of the hubs of the Zionist movement during the Russian Empire in the late 19th
century. Its first Hovevei Zion chapter was founded in 1891, followed by the establishment of
the first Zionist organization in 1899, The short-lived Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan (1918-
1920) saw the continuation of the movement, which was marked by the founding of the
Jewish Popular University in 1919, periodicals published in Yiddish, Hebrew, Judeo-Tat and
Russian, as well as a number of schoaols, social clubs, charitable organizations, and cultural

institutions.

“It is not just the strategic alliance with Israel, it is not just a common threat from Iran; this is
something much deeper, this is a unigue history. The Azerbaijanis don't just ‘tolerate’ Jews,
like in other countries. They consider us their brothers. One of the national heroes of the
country is a Jewish tank commander named Albert Agarunov, who fell while protecting
Azerbaijani land from Armenian occupation. He is revered as a Jew - they emphasize that each
and every time. It is not hidden or suppressed,” says Rabbi Zamir Isayev, chairman of the

Sephardic community in Azerbaijan.

Back to Index
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In Jerusalem: Azeri ambassador meets CEO from USA; "to strengthen relations between Baku and Israel"
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The Ambassador of Azerbaijan in Israel met with the CEO of the Conference of Presidents of Jewish
Organizations in the USA
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The biennial convention of the
Conference of European Rabbis is
scheduled to take place in Baku between
Nowv. 12-15 at the invitation of Azerbaijan
President Ilham Aliyev, who will serve as
the honorary host, with about 500 rabbis

expected to attend the event.
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The primary Orthodox rabbinical alliance

in Europe, the organization unites more

than 700 religious leaders from communities across Europe. Founded in
1956, it works to defend the rights of Jews in Europe, with freedom of
religion and matters related to the Jewish communities expected to be

front and center at the conference.

“Azerbaijan is a place with a special memory for the Jewish people, and
is home to one of the most unique Jewish communities in the world,”
said Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, president of the Conference of

European Rabbis who met with Alivev earlier this year.

“The developing ties between
Israel and Azerbaijan are of great
importance in today’s Middle
East,” he added.

The Zurich-born Goldschmidt,
who served as chief rabbi of
Moscow for nearly three decades,
left Russia last year following the
invasion of Ukraine and then
resigned from his position. His

subsequent public criticism of the

L)

war led him to be branded by Russia as a “foreign agent!
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Historically, Azerbaijan is home to three distinct Jewish communities:
European Jews, who settled in the area during the late 19th to early 20th
centuries, and during World War II; Jews from the former Soviet
Republic of Georgia, who settled mainly in Baku during the early part of

the 20th century; and Mountain Jews, the most sizable and ancient

group.

The conference will include a visit to the historic ancient Jewish town of

Quba in Azerbaijan, which was home to Mountain Jews for centuries.

“People are always asking where you can see the Mountain Jews when,
in fact, they are often sitting right next to you at a Shabbat service,” he

said.

Back to Index 27
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Hundreds of European rabbis from across the continent will be gathering in Azerbaijan this fal

to discuss Jewish affairs in the first such convention in a Muslim nation.

The planned event comes amid burgeoning relations between Israel and Azerbaijan that
developed from & centuries-long affinity between the two nations into an unprecedented

strategic partnership.

The biennial convention of the Conference of European Rabbis is scheduled to take place in
Baku between Nov. 12-15 at the invitation of Azerbaijan President linam Alivev, who will serve as

the honorary host, with about 500 rabbis expected to attend the event.

The primary Orthodox rabbinical alliance in Europe, the organization unites more than 700
religious leaders from communities across Europe. Founded in 1956, it works to defend the
rights of Jews in Europe, with freedom of religion and matters related to the Jewish communities

expected to be front and center at the conference.

“Arerbaijan is a place with a special memaory for the Jewish people, and is home to one of the
most unique Jewish communities in the world,” said Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, president of

the Conference of European Rabbis who met with Aliyev earlier this year.

“The developing ties between Israel and Azerbaijan are of great importance in today’s Middle

East,” he added.

The Zurich-born Goldschmidt, who served as chief rabbi of Moscow for nearly three decades,
eft Russia last year following the invasion of Ukraine and then resigned from his position. His

subsequent public criticism of the war led him to be branded by Russia as a “foreign agent.”

‘It is just the right place’

The selection of secular Shifite Muslim Azerbaijan as the venue for the conference is also highly
symbalic and comes full circle since it is belisved that indigenous Jews arrived on the territory of

Azerbaijan following the Babylonian destruction of the First Temple in Jerusalem in 586 BCE.
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“The fact that this European rabbinical conference will be held here in Baku is recognition of
people feeling safe here; it is just the right place,” said Elchin Amirbayov, representative to the

president on special assignments.

“Itis a good precedent,” he added.

Indeed, at a time of heightened anti-5emitism across the globe, Azerbaijan is considered free of
such animus with the country's 25,000 to 30,000 Jews living in harmaony with their

predominantly Muslim neighbors.

“Itis truly & privilege to work with Jews from so many diverse backgrounds who live together
with a special nation and leadership that honors us and greatly respects us,” said Shneor Segal,

who serves as Chief Rabbi of the Jewish Community of European |ews in Baku.

Segal is one of seven Chabad emissaries to Azerbaijan, including five in the capital Baku. The city
also has three synagogues, two Jewish schools, & newly opened kosher restaurant and hotels

that cater to strictly kosher groups.

Historically, Azerbaijan is home to three distinct Jewish communities: European Jews, who
settled in the area during the late 19th to earhy 20th centuries, and during World War II; Jews
from the former Soviet Republic of Georgia, who settled mainly in Baku during the early part of

the 20th century; and Mountain Jews, the most sizable and ancient group.

The conference will include a visit to the historic ancient Jewish town of Quba in Azerbaijan,

which was home to Mountain Jews for centuries.

“People are always asking where you can see the Mountain Jews when, in fact, they are often

sitting right next to you &t @ Shabbat service,” he said.
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500 rabbis will come to the conference of European rabbis in Baku
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Hundreds of rabbis to join conference in Azerbaijan as Jewish ties flourish
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The biennial convention of the Conference of European Rabbis is scheduled to take place in
Baku on Mov. 12-15 at the invitation of Azerbaijan President llham Aliyev, who will serve as the
honorary host, with about 500 rabbis expected to attend the event.

The primary Orthodox rabbinical alliance in Europe, the organization unites more than 700
religious leaders from communities across Europe. Founded in 1956, it works to defend the
rights of Jews in Europe, with freedom of religion and matters related to the Jewish
communities expected to be front and center at the conference.

“Azerbaijan is a place with a special memory for the Jewish people, and is home to one of the
most unique Jewish communities in the world,” said Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, president of
the Conference of European Rabbis who met with President llham Aliyev earlier this year.

“The developing ties between lsrasl and Azerbaijan are of great importance in today's Middle
East,” he added.

The Zurich-born Goldschmidt, who servad as chief rabbi of Moscow for nearly three decades,
left Russia last year following the invasion of Ukraine and then resigned from his position. His
subsaquent public criticism of the war lad him to be branded by Russia as a “foreign agent.”

The selection of secular Shifite Muslim Azerbaijan as the venue for the conference is also
highly symbolic and comes full circle since it is believed that indigenous Jews arrived on the
territory of Azerbaijan following the Babylonian destruction of the First Temple in Jerusalem in
586 BCE.

“The fact that this Europsan rabhinical conference will be held here in Baku is recognition of
people feeling safe here; it is just the right place,” said Elchin Amirbayov, representative to the
president on special assignments.

“Itis a good precedent,” he added.

Indeed, at a time of heightened antisemitism across the globe, Azerbaijan is considerad frae of
such animus with the country’s 25000 to 30,000 Jews living in harmony with their
predominantly Muslim neighbors.

“It is truly a privilege to work with Jews from so many diverse backgrounds who live together
with a special nation and lzadership that honors us and greatly respacts us,” said Shneor
Seqal, who serves as Chief Rabbi of the Jewish Community of European Jews in Baku.
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Segal is one of seven Chabad emissaries to Azerbaijan, including five in the capital Baku. The
city also has three synagogues, two Jawish schools, a newly opened kosher restaurant and
hotels that cater to strictly kosher groups.

Historically, Azerbaijan is home to three distinct Jewish communities: European Jews, who
settled in the area during the late 15th to early 20th centuries, and during World War II; Jews
from the former Soviet Republic of Georgia, who settled mainly in Baku during the early part of
the 20th century; and Mountain Jews, the most sizable and ancient group.

The conference will include a visit to the historic ancient Jewish town of Quba in Azerbaijan,
which was home to Mountain Jews for centuries.

‘People are always asking where you can ses the Mountain Jews when, in fact, they are often
sitting right next to you at a Shabbat service,” he said.
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September 6, 2023 12:23

500 Immoral European Rabbis Sell
Their Souls to the Azeri Devil

Last month, I wrote about two groups of "Righteous Jews' who urged the government of
Israel to intervene with Azerbaijan to open the Lachin Corridor.

The first group of 17 Israelis, induding Rabbis, journalists and scholars, sent a letter to
the Foreign Minister of Israel on January 15, 2023, The second group of 35 Israelis,
including Rabbis, scholars, journalists, a former Cabinet Minister and Knessst Member,
architects and scientists, sent a letter to the President of Israsl.

Contrast the righteous actions of the above two Israeli groups to the immoral behavior
of 500 European Rabbis who are planning to hold a conference in Azerbaijan in
MNovember at the invitation of Pres. Ilham Aliyev, the Jewish News Syndicate (INS)
reported. The visit is organized by the Orthodox rabbinical alliance in Europe that unites
more than 700 religious leaders from communities across Europe.
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"Azerbaijan is a place with a special memory for the Jewish people, and is home to one
of the most unigue Jewish communities in the world,” said Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt,
president of the Conference of European Rabbis who met with Aliyev earlier this year

Rabbi Goldschmidt’s words were followed by the ridiculous statement of Elchin
Amirbayov, the representative of Pres. Aliyev: "The fact that this European rabbinical
conference will be held here in Baku is recognition of people feeling safe here; it is just
the right place.” Equally ridiculous was the statement of Rabbi Zamir Isayev of Baku,
who told JNS that Azerbaijan "is much safer than any country in Europe.” These Rabbis
must have forgotten that just two months ago a terrorist group plotted to blow up the
Israeli Embassy in Baku.

INS reported that "the planned trip comes amid burgeoning relations between Israsl
and Azerbaijan that developed from a centuries-long affinity between the two nations
into an unprecedented strategic partnership.” How could relations between Israel and
Azerbaijan have a "centuries-long affinity” since Azerbaijan became a state only in 1918
and Israel in 19487

In fact, relations between the two countries are not based on “affinity’ at all, but on
Azerbaijan supplying almost half of Israel's energy needs, while Israel sells to Azerbaijan
over $5 billion of arms — 70% of its sophisticated weapons, including illegal cluster
bombs — which Baku used during the 2020 War to kill and injure thousands of
Armenian soldiers.

Rushing to gloat over the pending arrival of European Rabbis in Baku, Aze.Media
published an article under the title: "A rabbinical conference in Muslim Azerbaijan,”
reporting that "the Azerbaijani nation prides itself on having a rich multi-culturalism
policy, which gives equal respect to all faiths and religions living in Azerbaijan.” This is a
complets lie as all minorities in Azerbaijan suffer from discrimination and massive
violation of human rights. Native Azeris themselves are victims of prosecution by
Azerbaijan’s government in case they say anything critical about Pres. Aliyev.
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Azerbaijan’s love affair for Isragl and Jews has a much more sinister agenda than the
simple exchange of oil for weapons. It is prompted by Azerbaijan's anti-Semitism under
the false belief that "Jews control everything in America,” and if Azerbaijan is nice to
Jews, then they will influence the United States to have a pro-Azerbaijani stance. This is
Baku's obvious plan to counter the Armenian "lobby’ in the United States.

While Turkey and Azerbaijan woo American Jews and Israel hoping to benefit from their
lobbying in the United States, it is unwise of Israel and Jews to go along and reinforce
the anti-Semitic attitude of Azeri officials. The group of immoral European Rabbis is
under the mistaken impression that Azeris welcome them with open arms because of
their love for Jews. These Rabbis do not realize that they are simply allowing themselves
to be exploited by Azerbaijan for its perceived political gains.

Even though Israel opened its Embassy in Baku in 1993, Azerbaijan established its
Embassy in Tel Aviv in 2023, only after announcing the opening of its representative
office in Ramallah, West Bank, the de facto capital of the Palestinian Authaority, to
counter the backlash from many Muslims within Azerbaijan and around the world.

French historian Marc Knobel wrote an indignant article in Le Point French newspaper on
August 8, harshly criticizing the European Rabbis’ planned trip to Baku. Knobel wrote:
"Gentlemen Rabbis, [ am ashamed and I am Jewish.” Importantly, he reported that
Haim Korsia, the Chief Rabbi of France, will not accompany the other Rabbis to
Azerbaijan "to flatter the dictator of Baku and will not allow himself to be bribed by such
a regime.”

The 500 immoral European Rabbis, instead of siding with the starving 120,000 Artsakh
Armenians, are selling their souls to the devil in Baku.

Harut Sassounian is the Publisher of The California Courier.

These views are his own.
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These letters stand in stark contrast to a conference that will be attended by 500 European Rabbis, held in
Azerbaijan in Movember at the invitation of President Ilham Alivev, as reported by the Jewish News Syndicate
(JMS). The visit is organized by the Orthodox rabbinical alliance in Europe that unites more than 700 religious
leaders from acrozs the continent.

“&zerbaijan is a place with a special memory for the Jewish people and iz home to one of the most unigue
Jewish communities in the world,” said Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, president of the Conference of European
Rabbis, who met with Aliyev earlier this year.

Rabbi Goldschmidt's words were followead by a statement from Elchin Amirbayov, Alivev's representative: “The
fact that this European rabbinical conference will be held here in Baku is recognition of people feeling safe
here. It is just the right place” Rabbi Zamir Isayev of Baku told JMS that Azerbaijan “is much safer than any
country in Europe.”

“The planned trip comes amid burgeoning relations between |srael and Azerbaijan that developad from a
centuries-long affinity between the two nations into an unprecedented strategic partnership,” JNS reported.
How could relations between Isragl and Azerbaijan have a “centuries-long affinity” when Azerbaijan became a
state anly in 1918 and Israel in 19487

Rather, this "affinity” stems from economic ties. Azerbaijan supplies almost half of Israel's energy needs,
while Israel sells over 55 billion of arms to Azerbaijan — 70-percent of its sophisticated weapons, including
illegal cluster bombs — which Baku used during the 2020 Artsakh War to kill and injure thousands of
Arrnenian soldiers.
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COMMENTARY

500 Immoral European
Rabbis Sell Their Souls
To the Azeri Devil
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Righteous Jews urge pro-Azeri Rabbis to cancel
planned conference in Baku

@ September 20, 2023 & Harut Sassounian - My Turn, Columns

BEEN R

Shortly after | wrote a column two weeks ago condemning European pro-Azerbaijan Rabbis for planmning to

=

hold a conference in Baku, | was pleasantly surprised to receive an email from 18 prominent individuals, most
of whom are Jewish, including sight righteocus Rabhis, who condemned the trip to Azerbaijan and called for
its cancellation.

In a letter addressed to the Chief Rabbi Sir Ephraim Mirvis of the UK, the 18 signatories wrote: “We earnestly
seek to initiate dialogue with you to appeal the decision of the Conference of European Rabbis and ensure
that this conference does not go ahead in a country that is so opposed to the core values of Judaism and the
teachings of the Torah.” The letter quotad Prof. James Russell of Harvard University, who recently wraote: "t
takes bullets to kill people, but indifference pulls the trigger”

The letter described “the grave humanitarian catastrophe unfolding in Artsakh” caused by Azerbaijan's
blockade of the Berdzor (Lachin) Corridor, the only route linking Artsakh to Armenia, thus risking the
starvation of 120,000 Artsakh Armenians. The letter stated that Azerbaijan is a country “widely recognized far
having one of the lowest rankings in the world for uphelding political rights and civil liberties”

This group of righteous Jews wrote: “We are saddened that this prominent organization that represents so
many Jewish people across Europe is, by choosing to host their conference in Baku, supporting the Azeri
government rather than standing up for human rights and living and breathing the lesson of the Shoah —
‘never again.’ While we acknowledge and appreciate the freedom that Jews can enjoy in Azerbaijan, the fact
that these same inalienable rights do not extend to other minorities and religions in the country gives us
cause to worry gabout how long Jews will be able to enjoy freedom in what is otherwise a totalitarian
government in the Muslim world..Despite numerous international appeals and the decision of the
International Court of Justice, the authorities of Azerbaijan have callously ignored calls to lift the blockade,
disregarding the agreement signed in Movember 2020 by Azerbaijan, Armenia and Russia regarding
unimpeaded traffic through the Lachin Cormridor”
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Chamny and Freedman explained: “What the European Rabbis' letter does is 1o cynically weaponize the
memory of the Holocaust in order to enable the infliction of mass suffering. After all, these Rabbis do not
deny that 120,000 residents of Artsakh are in danger of starvation because of the blockade imposed by
Azerbaijan. They do not deny that Azerbaijan is using mass starvation as a tactic for political gain. But by
silencing Armenian criticism of Azerbaijan's actions, they are the ones who cynically use the ‘Holocaust card’

for political purposes ”

Charny and Freedman concluded their statement: “The decision of these Rabbis to raise their voices on the
side of the oppressor is a desecration of Holocaust memory and of Jewish values. In the spirit of this season
of repentance, we call on the Conference of European Rabbis, or &t the very least, on individual rabbinic
members of conscience, to have the moral courage to remember their rabbinic duty, and retract their

dacision.”

& Bio = Latest Posts

KT Harut Sassounian
| N |

California Courier Editor
| N |

WOV Harut Sassounian is the publisher of The Califormia Courier, a weekly newspaper based in
Glendale, Calif. He is the president of the Armenia Artsakh Fund, a non-profit organization
that has donated to Armenia and Artsakh 5917 million of humanitarian aid, mostly
medicines, since 1989 (including its predecessor, the United Armenian Fund). He has been
decorated by the presidents of Armenia and Artsakh and the heads of the Armenian
Apostolic and Catholic churches. He is also the recipient of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.
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The letter described "the grave humanitarian catastrophe unfelding in Artsakh” caused by Azerbaijan’s blockade of the
Lachin Corridor, the only route linking Artsakh to Armenia, thus risking the starvation of 120,000 Artsakh Armenians. The
etter stated that Azerbaijan is a country "widely recognized for having cne of the lowest rankings in the world for
upholding political rights and civil liberties.”

This group of righteous Jews wrote: "We are saddened that this prominent organization that represents so many Jewish
people across Europe is, by choosing to host their conference in Baku, supporting the Azeri government rather than
standing up for human rights and living and breathing the lesson of the Shoah -- ‘never again”. While we acknowledge and
appreciate the freedom that Jews can enjoy in Azerbaijan, the fact that these same inalienable rights do not extend to
other minorities and religicns in the country give us cause to worry about how long Jews will be able to enjoy freedem in
what is otherwise a totalitarian government in the Muslim world.... Despite numerous international appeals and the
decision of the International Court of Justice, the authorities of Azerbaijan have callously ignored calls to lift the blockade,
disregarding the agreement signed in November 2020 by Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Russia regarding unimpeded traffic
through the Lachin Corridor.”

The letter was signed by: Tamar Fyne, S5eda Ambartsumian, Josh Kirk, Benjamin Nahum, Rabbi Avidan Freedman (Director
of Yanshoof), Prof. 1srael Charny, Dr. Oded Steinberg, Rabbi David Rosen, James R. Russell (Mashtots Professor of
Armenian 5Studies, Emeritus, Harvard University), Scott Jason, Lernik Jason, Michael Stone, Rabbi Yehoshua Engelman,
Rabli Tyson Herberger (Associate Professor of Religion and Religious Education, University of South-Eastern Norway),
Rabbi Shimon Brand, Rabbi Irving "¥itz' Greenberg, Rabbi Chaim Seidler Feller and Rabbi Alana Suskin.”

In a separate statement issued jointly by Israel W. Charny and Rabbi Avidan Freedman was titled: “This Kosher certificate
for Azerbaijan stinks.” They explained that the 50 European Rabbis, who had written to the leaders of Armenia
complaining about Armenians using of the term genocide, “are being used by Azerbaijan to prove the government's
Kosher bonafides to the world, and to shut the world's ears to the cries of the afflicted.”

Charny, the directer of the Institute on the Holocaust and Genecide in Jerusalem, and Freedman, a Jerusalem-based
educator and Orthodox rabbi, stated: We "say in the clearest terms possible that in our eyes, this rabbinic letter
misrepresents the facts, misunderstands the fundamental moral significance of the Holocaust, and misses a major pillar
of Jewish ethics.”

Charmy and Freedman then enlightened the pro-Azeri Rabbis about the true meaning of the terms Holocaust and
genocide: “In the Encyclopedia of Genocide, the word “holocaust’ was used to refer to the Armenian Holocaust in 1909,
and even earlier in other contexts, and the word ‘genocide’ was coined in 1942 by a Polish Jewish lawyer, Raphael Lemkin,
to describe the crime that had been commitied against the Armenian people by Turkey, and that was then being
committed by Germany against the Jews. The entry on the topic in the encyclopedia ends with the following conclusion:
“the word (holocaust) belongs histerically to all people's suffering, and certainly that it not become a basis for excluding
the suffering of any other pecple.”

Charny and Freedman described the pro-Azeri Rablbis “claim that any contemporary comparison of the suffering of
people is a desecration of the holy memory of the Holocaust, and a kelittling of the Jewish people’s suffering is itself an
absurd desecration of Holocaust memory.”

Charmy and Freedman explained that “What the European Rabbis letter does is to cynically weaponize the memaory of the
Holocaust in erder to enable the infliction of mass suffering. After all, these rabbis do net deny that 120,000 residents of
Artsakh are in danger of starvation because of the blockade imposed by Azerbaijan. They do not deny that Azerbaijan is
using mass starvaticn as a tactic for political gain. But by silencing Armenian criticism of Azerbaijan’s actions, they are the
ones who cynically use the "Holocaust card’ for pelitical purposes.”

Charny and Freedman concluded their statement: “The decision of these rabbis to raise their voices on the side of the
oppressor is a desecration of Helocaust memory and of Jewish values. In the spirit of this seascn of repentance, we call
on the Conference of European rabbis, or at the very least, on individual rabbinic members of conscience, to have the
moral courage to remember their rabbinic duty, and retract their decision.”
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(October 3, 2023 / JNS) A conference of European rabbis that will be
held in Azerbaijan next month has sparked a divisive debate among
European Jewish student groups and Azerbaijani Jewish leadership over

the venue due to the recent developments in the Caucasus.

The divisions within the Jewish community over holding the biennial
convention of the Conference of European Rabbis (CER) in Baku, in the
first such gathering in a Muslim nation, follow the developments in
Nagorno-Karabakh. The breakaway Azerbaijani region, which until
recently was populated by Armenians, is now depopulated and under

complete Azerbaijani control following a lightning military offensive.

“It is with great concern that we raise the
question of whether it is ethical and moral
for leaders of our Jewish communities to
organize and attend this event in Baku,
Azerbaijan, amidst such a challenging and
controversial geopolitical context,” reads a
Sept. 22 letter from the Brussels-based
European Union of Jewish Students to the
leadership of the Conference of European
Rabbis.
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The public letter, which expressed “unwavering support with the ethnic
Armenians,” over 100,000 of whom have relocated to Armenia, called to

relocate the conference.

“Our Jewish values call upon us to stand in solidarity with those facing
adversity and to continue advocating for the protection of human rights
whenever and wherever they are violated,” the letter, signed by
European Union of Jewish Students president Emma Hallali and

supported by eight national Jewish student union groups, concludes.

Azerbaijani Jews not
consulted

The leaders of the Jewish
community in Azerbaijan

condemned the letter.

“We must admit our utter surprise
at your chosen subject and
convenient omission of certain
facts,” their Sept. 28 response
read. “Strangely, you did not ask

us [about it], the Jews of Azerbaijan, the people who have lived here for
more than a thousand years in peace and friendship with Azerbaijanis,

who consider us brothers.
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“We are calling on the European Union of Jewish Students to participate
in a dialogue to discuss regional matters without propagandistic
narratives, which have nothing in commeon with the reality,” the

response concludes.

The rebuttal letter was signed by Milikh Yevdayev, the chairman of the
Mountain Jewish Community of Azerbaijan; Alexander Sharovsky, the
chairman of the Azhkenazi Jewish Community of Azerbaijan; Zamir
Isayev, the chairman of the Georgian Jewish Community, Shaul Davidov,
the director of the STMEGI-Azerbaijan Foundation of Mountain Jews;
and Boris Mushailov, the director of Hillel Azerbaijan.

Similar letters of support for the conference in Baku were sent by the
Canadian Foundation for the Education and Welfare of Jews in the CIS,

the New York-based Vaad I'Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel and Hillel of

Central Asia and Southeastern Europe.

“There is an accepted rule within the Jewish community that
organizations consult with local communities before publishing letters
or statements,” the Conference of European Rabbis President Rabbi
Pinchas Goldschmidt told JNS on Tuesday. “It seems that EUJS has not

reached out to the Jewish community in Azerbaijan.”
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Landmark event

The Conference of European Rabbis’ convention, which is expected to
be attended by over 500 participants, is scheduled to take place in Baku
on Now. 12-15, at the invitation of Azerbaijan President [lham Aliyev,

who will serve as the honorary host.

The primary Orthodox rabbinical alliance in Europe, the organization
unites more than 700 religious leaders from communities across the
continent. Founded in 1956, it works to defend the rights of Jews, with
freedom of religion and matters related to the Jewish communities

expected to be front and center at the conference.

The event also comes amid thriving relations between Israel and

Azerbaijan.

The selection of secular Shi'ite Muslim Azerbaijan as the venue is also

highly symbolic.

At a time of heightened antisemitism across the globe, Azerbaijan is
considered free of such animus with the country’s 30,000 Jews living in

harmony with their Muslim neighbors.
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Historically, Azerbaijan has been home to three distinct Jewish
communities: European Jews, who settled in the area during the late
19th to early 20th centuries, and during World War II; Jews from the
former Soviet Republic of Georgia, who settled mainly in Baku during
the early part of the 20th century; and Mountain Jews, the largest and

most veteran group.

The conference will include a visit to the historic Jewish town of Quba,

which was home to Mountain Jews for centuries.
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“Tt iz with preat concem that we raize the question of whether it iz ethical and moral for leaders of our
Jewish communities to orzanize and attend this event in Balm, Azerbaijan, amidst such a challenging and
controversial gecpolitical context,” reads a Sept. 22 letter from the Bruszels-bazed European Union of
Jewish Students to the leadership of the Conference of European Rabbiz.

The public letter, which expresszed “unwavering support with the ethnic Armenians,” over 100,000 of
whom have relocated to Armemz, called to relocate the conference.

“Our Jewizh values call upon us to stand in sclidarity with these facing adverszity and fo continue
advecating for the protection of humen rights whenever and wherever they are viclated,” the letter,
signed by EUTS president Emma Hallali and supported by eight national Jewish student union groups,

concludes.
The leaders of the Jewizh community in Azerbaijan condemned the letter.

“TWe must admit our utter surprise at vour chosen subject and convenient omission of certain facts” their
Sept. 28 responze read. “Strangely, vou did not ask us [about if], the Jews of Azerbaijan, the pecple who
have lived here for more than a thousand vears in peace and friendship with Azerbajjanis, whe consider

13 brothers.

“We are calling on the Eurcpean Union of Jewizh Students to participate m a dialogue to dizcus: regional
matters without propagandistic narratives, which have nothing in commeon with the reality,” the response

concludes.

The rebuttal letter was signed by Milikh Yevdavev, chairman of the Mountain Jewish community of
Azerbaijan; Alexander Sharovsky, chairman of the Arhkenaz Jewish community of Azerbanan; Zarmir
Izsayvev, chairman of the Georgian Jewizsh community; Shaul Davidov, director of the STMEGI-
Azerbaijzn Foundation of Mountain Jews; and Boriz Musheilov, director of Hillel Azerbaijan.

Similar letters of suppert for the conference in Balu were sent by the Canadian Foundstion for the
Education and Welfare of Jews in the CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States), the New York-based
Vaad L'Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel and Hillel of Central Asia and Southezstemn Europe.

“There 13 2n accepted rule within the Jewish commumity that orgamizations consult with local
commmnities before publishing letters or statements,” CER. President Rabbi Pinchas Geldschmidt said.
“Tt seems that EUJS has not reached out to the Jewizh community in Azerbaijan.™
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he CER convention, which iz expected to be attended by over 500 participants, 1z scheduled to
take place in Baku on Nov. 12-13, at the invitation of Azerbaijan President [Tham Alivew, who

will zerve as the honerary host.

The primary Orthodox rabbinical alliance in Europe, CER. unites more than 700 religious leaders from

communities across the continent. Founded n 1936, it works to defend the nights of Jews. Freedom of

religion and matters related to the Jewish communities expected to be front and center at the conference.

The event alzo comes amud thriving relafions between Izrael and Azerbaijan.
The zelecticn of secular Shiite huslim Azerbaijan as the venue iz highly symbolic.

Histerically, Azerbaijan has been home to three distinet Jewish communities: European Jews, whe
zettled in the area during the late 19th to early 20th centuries, and during WW II; Jews from the former
Soviet Republic of Georgia, who zettled mainly in Balu during the early part of the 20th century;

and Mountain Jews, the largest and most veteran group. Azerbaijan’s 30,000 Jews say they live in
harmony with their Muslim neighbors.

The conference will include a vizit to the historic Jewizh town of Quba, which waz home to Mountain

Jews for centuries.
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The tentacle of the Armenian cottlefish caught in vet another lie and
manipulation about Azerbaijan and Israel has been grasped tenaciously by
rabbis all around the world. More than 1,500 rabbis from across the United
States recently signed a letter in support of accepting refugees, demonstrating
the American Jewish community's commitment to the safety and dignity of
those in need. The big news is that similarly, rabbiz from around the world are
uniting to speak cut against the demonization of Azerbaijan and the vse of the
Holocaust theme by Armenian propaganda.

With the web of Armenian lies on the global map, since May 2023, pro-
Armenian activists in [srael have been disseminating lefi-liberal materials in
Israeli and Jewish-American media outlets calling for the withdrawal of support
for Azerbaijan. The main argument is that Tews, who survived the Holocaust,
are now allegedly becoming "complicit in the genocide” of Armenians in
(Garabagh. Thus, there 1= an attempt to put pressure on the Israeli leadership to

abandon itz military-strategic partnership with Azerbaijan.

The Armenian lobby in the United States iz a diverse coalition of individuals
and groups seeking to influence US foreign policy in faver of Armenia,
Armenians, or Armenian politics. The lobby's main goal is for the United States
to recognize the Armenian genocide, but it has not been able to fullv exert its

influence, as the Turkish lobby has until recently successfully lobbied against it.

In the TUS, the Armenian lobby iz formed almost exclosively by domestic

organizations such as the Armenian National Committee of America and the
Armenian Assembly of America, the largest and most influential Armenian-
American organization in the US, engaged in public affairs (to sow lies) and

government relations (to have pressure in promoting the Armenian agenda).

These organizations have similar pro-Armenian lobbving goals, which are
mainly to improve US relations with Armenia in terms of aid (propaganda),
block aid to Turkive and Azerbaijan. and the vltimate goal of recognizing the
Armenian genocide. The influence of the Armenian lobby can be judged by its
concentration in a few congressional districts, such as California's 30th
congressional district. According to the 2000 census, one-third of the Armenian-
American community lived in just 5 districts in the 106th Congressional
District.
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The Armenian lobby in Israel continues to pressure the Israsli leadership to
abanden friendly relations with Azerbaijan in their agenda of propaganda about
the alleged "genocide of Armenians in Garabagh", as well as to abandon
military-strategic partnership and economic partnership. The Armenian lobbv 15
not a decree for lsrael and Azerbaijan.

Turkive, a close ally of Azerbaijan, called on Yerevan to "stop provocations”
against Baku and focus on peace talks and cooperation with its neighbor. US
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken also called for "an immediate halt to any
military action”, adding that "there can be no military solution to the conflict”.
Russia also expreszed "extreme concern” over the intensified fighting, while the
Eurcpean Council said it was "ready to make efforts to prevent further

escalation.”

Rabbi Zzolt Balla of Saxony, Germany, joined a group of influential rabbis
around the world in condemning the demonization of Azerbaijan and the vse of
the Holocaust theme by Armenian propaganda.

"I join my fellow rabbiz and share their opinion that using the Holocaust theme
az a tool to demonize Azerbaijan and distort the situation in the region is

wrong," Balla said in a post on his Facebook page.

Balla's statement was in response to a joint statement by the Rabbinical Council
of America, the Rabbinical Centre of Evurope, and the Conference of European
Rabbis condemning the use of the Holocaust as a propaganda teel in the

ongoing conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Armenians are digging a deep hole for themselves. The statement notes that the
Holocaust should never be used as a tool to demonize any people and that using
the Holocaunst as a propaganda tool is an insult to the memory of the millions of
Jews killed in the Holocaust.

Balla's statement is significant because he is the first rabbi to be appointed to
military service in Germany in almost a centurv. His appointment is seen as a
symbol of the resurgence of Jewish life in Germany, as well as evidence of the
country's commitment to fighting anti-Semitism and extremism. Balla's
announcement is a reminder that the Holocaust should never be used as a
propaganda tool and that it is the responsibility of all people to ensure that the

memory of the Holocauvst is respected and honored.
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On 25 Avgust 2023, Baku-based Fabbi Zamir Isavev posted a video message on
hiz Facebook page addressed to all Jews around the world in Hebrew and
Englizh. In the first tvo days, major Jewish media not only published the text of
the meszage but also supported it.

The video message provided documentary evidence that Azerbagjan's accusation
of "genocide of Armenians in Garabagh” is pure fiction. It also called on Jews
around the world to oppose the demonization of Azerbaijan and the use of the

Holocaust theme by Armenian propaganda,

The Armenian Diaspora will swiftly implode, Heidaiwing-style, around the
world, as the lies of the pro-Armenian authorities and their patrons collapse in a

short titne, in their anti-Islamic, anti-Semitic, as well as anti-Turkic statements.

To understand how widespread the hatred towards representatives of JTewish
nationality iz, it iz enough to look at statistics. According to a 2014 survey by
the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), about 58 percent of Armenians experience
anti-Semitism and similar prejudices. The fisures show that Armenia is the
second most anti-Semitic country in Europe and the third in the world after the
Middle East and North Africa.

Israel has not officially recognized the "armenian genocide”. This issue has
been repeatedly raised in the Israeli Knesset, but each time the adoption of a

relevant resolution was postponed.
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A group of 50 leading European rabbis sign a joint letter condemning the
Armenian leadership for using Holocaust rhetoric in a campaign against
Azerbaijan

Protests erupted this week across the European Union, the United States, and
Muslim countries against the constant use of the Holocaust as a propaganda tool
by the Armenian govermment.

A group of 50 leading European rabbis (RCE) signed a joint letter on Wednesday
condemning the Armenian leadership for using Holocaust rhetoric in a campaign
against its neighbor, Azerbaijan.
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This joint letter by European rabbis was in response to an article written by Rabbi
Zamir 1sayev, head of the Sepharadi-Georgian community in Baku. He cited
shocking examples of Armenian officials' use of terms such as "Holocaust” and
"ghetto," and who published a video comparing Nazi atrocities to the current

social media photos of Armenians in the separatist enclave in Azerbaijani
Karabakh.

Rabbi Isayev explained to i24NEWS how the ethnic Armenians are "claiming that
they are ‘dying like Jews in the ghettos from starvation_™

But the Rabbi said, “They also post Instagram stories of weddings with huge
cakes, seek to hire extra staff for restavrants, and advertize discounted shish-
kebabs.”
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“The Iranians have gone to intermational organizations with delusional demands for
sanctions on Israel, which has fought such lies for decades, publishing photos of
the gap in the quality of life in between the majority of the population in Gaza and
its wealthy local leadership. Today, Azerbaijan is in the exact same situation: not 2
single piece of unbiased media emerges from the enclave. Social media, though,
reveals a completely different picture."”
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Azerbaijan is now considered a key ally of Israel in the fight against Iran. It has
no history of anti-Semitism, and for nearly a millennium Azerbaijanis have
protected their Jewish community. At least twice it hosted tens of thousands of

Jewish refugees — during the pogroms in the Pale of Settlement and the
Holocaust.
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“The vandalism of the World Jewish Center in Armenia is distressing,”
Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, the president of the Conference of European
Rabbis, said in a statement Wednesday. “The Jewish community in
Armenia is not a party to the conflict” between Armenia and Azerbaijan, he
added.

In the antisemitic text that circulated in pro-Armenian channels, the
authors wrote: “The Jews are the enemies of the Armenian nation,
complicit in Turkish crimes and the regime of Alivev, stained with the
blood of the Republic of Armenia and Artsakh.” [lham Alivev is the
president of Azerbaijan. Artsakh is the name of the pro-Armenian
government of the disputed Nagormo-Karabakh region, which Azerbaijan
captured last month in a military campaign.

“The Jewish state provides weapons to Aliyev’s criminal regime, and Jews
from America and Europe actively support him. Turkey, Alivev's regime,
and the Jews are the sworn enemies of the Armenian state and people,” the
text also reads.
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Israel buys a substantial part of its petrol from Azerbaijan, a Muslim-
majority that shares a border with Iran. It also sells drones and other
advanced weapons to Azerbaijan.

The antisemitic text also references a letter recently cosigned by dozens of
rabbis, manv of them from Chabad, who criticized Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinvan for equating Azerbaijani actions with those of
the Nazis during the Holocaust. His remarks belittle the “terrible suffering
experienced by the victims of the horrific Holocaust and the Jewish people
at large,” the rabbis wrote.

“If Jewish rabbis in the United States and Europe continue to support
Alivev’s regime, we will continue to burn their synagogues in other
countries. Every rabbi will be a target for us. No Israeli Jew will feel safe in
these countries,” the text circulating in pro-Armenian channels reads.
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The Mordechay Navi Jewish Religious Center is the only synagogue in
Yerevan, where several hundred Jews live.

Goldschmidt in his statement called on Armenian President Vahagn
Garniki Khachaturyan to “condemn this heinous act.” referencing the
vandalism. “The Armenian government must enhance the security around
the Jewish community and prosecute those responsible for this antisemitic
act,” Goldschmidt wrote, adding: “I stand in solidarity with the Jewish
community in Armenia and pray that they continue to celebrate the
holiday of Sulkot and carry on their extensive activities.”
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Armenia's Jewish community

The center in Yerevan was damaged, but not by fire, according to reports.

Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, president of the Conference of European Rabbis (CER), responded that “the vandalism of the World Jewish Center in
Armenia is distressing. The Jewish community in Armenia is not a party to the ."

He urged Armenian President Vahagn Khachaturyan to condemn the act and called for increased security measures for the Jewish community.
Goldschmidt expressed his solidarity with the Jewish community in Armenia and hoped they could peacefully observe the holiday of Sukkot.

According to World Jewish Congress estimates, Armenia is home to about 500-1,000 Jews, mostly of Ashkenazi origin, and some Mizrahi and
Georgian Jews, localized in Yerevan.

An ethnically diverse country, Armenia has had a deep historical connection to Judaism. Today, the is able to practice freely but there have been
several manifestations of antisemitism.

Russia exchanged views with the United States and the European Union on the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh ahead of the lightning military
operation by Azerbaijan last month, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on Wednesday.

Politico earlier reported that top officials from the US and the EU met their Russian counterparts in Turkey for emergency talks about Karabakh
days before Azerbaijan launched its operation in the breakaway region.

"The US and EU approached us and asked us to hold a meeting,” Zakharova told reporters. She said the sides exchanged views about the
situation in Karabakh.

"There was nothing secret about this meeting; it was an ordinary exchange of views. We shall see how the West will present all this now,” she
salid.
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According to the organization, the "act of intimidation” was prepared by ASALA_Young “to take revenge
on Israel and world Jewry for supporting Azerbaijan”.

In their Telegram message, the Armenian radicals promised to take revenge on Jews, including in
European countries: “If Jewish rabbis in the USA and Europe continue to support the Aliyev regime, we
will continue to burn their synagogues in other countries. Every rabbi will be under our guns... We will
start 2 war against Israeli Jews in Europe, America, Canada, Georgia.”

Isrzeli state radio Kan reported that the incident was not just an act of vandalism. The attackers threw a
Molotov cocktail into the synagogue, planning to set it on fire, but for some reason the incendiary
mixture did not ignite.

This is not the first provocation committed in Armenia against the Jewish minority over the past month.

Cn September 9, on the Jewish Sabbath, during prayer, an unknown Armenian burst into the same
Maordechai Mavi synagogue and began shouting curses and threats. Despite the incident, Yeravan
autharities ignored the need to provide security to protect the only center of the Jewish religious
community, although on September 17 the Israeli Ministry of Diaspora Affairs warned that (in
Armenia)'there are concerns about... violent attacks against Jewish property in the near future."The day
before the attack, on October 2, the Israeli think tank Begin-Sadat Center wrote: “The restoration of
Azerbaijan's sovereignty over the entire territory of Karabakh triggered a wave of anti-Semitism in
Armenia."And the Israeli English-language publication The Jerusalem Post has been talking about
“systemic anti-Semitism” of Armenians since 2019 .

If the Armenian authorities had taken the necessary measures, ASALA Young members would hardly
have besn able to freely throw Molotov cocktails at a religious institution.

It iz noteworthy that the Armenian law enforcement agencies are still silent about these events,
although the head of the CER (Conference of European Rabhbis) has already called on the President of
Armenia to condemn the attack on the synagogue in Yerevan and“strengthen the security of the Jewish
community.”

The main reason for the surge in anti-Semitic sentiments in Armenia was the support of Azerbaijan
from the Jewish people, which manifested itself in a recent large-scale media campaign by rabbis from
around the world.

Since August 27, about 200 rabbis from Europe, the US, Canada, Latin America, the UK and Israel have
actively opposed the use of the terms "Holocaust” and “genocide” by Armenian propaganda to
demonize Azerbaijan.
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On September 6, fifty rabbis from 19 European countries sent official letters to Armenian Prime
Minister Mikol Pashinyan and President Yahagn Khachaturian demanding an “immediate and complete”
end to the use of the Holocaust theme by Armenian propaganda “for the sake of achieving any political
goals.” Copies of these appeals were sent to the presidents of the European Parliament and the
European Commission.

A week and a half later, the largest rabbinical organization in Europe, RCE (Rabbinical Center of
Europe), signed by 50 European rabbis, officially sent a similar letter to Israeli President Isaac Herzog,
which resulted in widespread coverage in Israeli, Ukrainian and various European media.

In response to the actions of the organized Jewish community, the Armenian diaspora in Europe
launched a pressure campaign against rabbis who participated in public statements or signed letters,
In addition, Jewish citizens of Yerevan also began to come under pressure (according to the Israeli radio
of Israel, Kan, there are only about 200 Jews left in Armenia).

On September 11, Baku rabbi Zamir Isaev called on the last Jews in Armenia to leave the country and
move to Azerbaijan, where he guaranteed them citizenship and security.

(Phota: Vocio, vio Wikimedia Commaons)
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110 years ago, in 1915, Mendel Beilis, a Jewish factory manager in Kyiv faced false accusations of
murdering a Christian bov. The Beilis trial was one of the most high-profile cases of a blood libel
against Jews — a prejudice that goes back to ancient times and has cost the lives of countless
Jewish people. The trial was followed by a series of pogroms throughout the Russian Empire.

which in furn triggered a wave of emigration of Jews from Russia.

Today we are witnessing a disturbing revival of a centuries-old practice that has taken on more
sophisticated forms.

This week, a number of major Western media outlets, including CNN, AP, The Globe and Mail,
ABCNews to name a few, simultaneously published materials suggesting that Israeli weapons played the
mazin role in Azerbaijan’s retaking of its territory of Karabalh from the separatists.

Do not be deceived: behind the sanitised phrases lies the same sinister innuende: because of the actions
of the Jews, Christians have suffered once agzin, tens of thousands of whom are forced to leave their
homes.

This resurgence of anti-semitism iz damaging responsible journalism and threatening Jewish
communities around the world. Recent events include an act of terrorism in Yerevan, where unknown
assailants tried to burn the synagogue. Threats have zlso been made against Israeli Jews in Europe and
America.

The Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia {ASATA), an allegedly defunct terrorist
organisation with a long history of violence, claimed responsibility for this heinous act. It is widely
believed that the founding of ASALA was inspired by the murder of two Turkish diplomats on American
soil: in 1973, an Armenian-American, Gurgen Yanikian, shot and killed the Turkish Consul General and
Vice Consul in Santa Barbara.

This was not an iselated act of violence: in the 705—%0s Armenian terrorists killed Turkish diplomats and
their family members in Los Angeles, in Sydney, Paris and other European cities, stating that their
actions were in retaliation for the mass killing of Armenians in 1915 in the Ottoman Empire.
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ASALA was armed and trained by the PLO (Pzlestinian Liberation Organization) terrorists during the
1930s in Lebanon and fought against Israel till 1982, So, there is nothing new in a2 message circulating on
pro-Armenian social media, in which ASALA blames Jews and Israel for the events in Nagorno-
Karzbakh.

“The Jews are the enemies of the Armenian nation, complicit in Turkish crimes and the regime of Alivev,
stained with the blood of the Republic of Armenia and Artsakh,” reads the text. It also provides an
unambiguous clarification: "The Jewish state provides weapons to Aliyev’s criminal regime, and Jews
from America and Europe actively support him. Turkey, Alivev's regime, and the Jews are the sworn

enemies of the Armenian state and people.”

The text also makes reference to a letter signed by dozens of European rabbis who criticised Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan for equating Azerbaijani actions with those of the Nazis during the
Holocaust. “If Jewish rabbiz in the United States and Europe continue to support Alivev's regime, we will

continue to bumn their svnagogues in other countries. Every rabbi will be a target for us.

No Israeli Jew will feel safe in these countries.” Sapienti sat. Next month, on Movemnber 12-13, the
Conference of European Rabbis' convention is set to meet in Baluw, Azerbaijan. Threats have been made
zgzainst the participating rabbis, including those who signed the petition criticising the Armenian PM.
Given the past history of Armenian terrorism, they should not be taken lightly.

Against this backeround, the suppeort the accusations of Armenian extremists receive from major
Western publications raises uncomfortable questions. Are they unwittingly or, worse, intentionally
instigating the possibility of new pogroms in the 21st centurv? Jews fit the role of the Other perfectly,
especially given the long tradition of blaming them for every misfortune, from child murder to crop
failure.

The zalliance of Jews with a traditionally Muslim country seems to further amplify this effect: the two
favourite bogeymen of European Christian civilisation have given rise to the most heinous
manifestations of xenopheobia, In the twenty-first century, it is awlward to remind people about
jowrnalistic ethics, about the responsibility of media for the sentiments they seed in public opinion.
Sadly, it appears that these reminders have to be repeated over and over again.
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