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Before becoming chief rabbi of the UK, Mirvis served as chief rabbi of Ireland between 1984 and 1992
and then led smaller congregations in London before stepping into his current role. Aside from his role
leading the Jewish community in the UK, Rabbi Mirvis is also president of Mizrachi UK, an organization
that connects British Jews to Israel, and associate president of the Conference of European Rabbis.
Mirvis has also participated in various programs and events with Muslim and Christian leadership
across the UK and Ireland.

In July 2023, Sir Ephraim was knighted by King Charles 111, with whom he shares a close friendship.
When the chief rabbi was inaugurated in 2013, the then-prince of Wales became the first royal family
member to attend such a service. Similarly, Rabbi Mirvis participated in the King's coronation in May.

As the coronation ceremony was held on Shabbat, accommodations were made for him and his wife
throughout the weekend to enable them to take part in the events without having to violate the

religious laws of Shabbat.
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ABBI PINCHAS GOLDSCHMIDT SAT AT THE DESK OF HIS JERUSALEM
R office on a scorcher of a July day. Wearing a suit and tie, his

monogrammed shirt cuff peeking out, Goldschmidt seemed immune to

the intense heat—a quality hinting at how, of the 33 years he served as
Moscow’s chief rabbi, he might have weathered the last 22 during the presidency of

Vladimir Putin.

But everyone has a boiling point, and Goldschmidt reached his when Russian
authorities pressured him and other religious leaders to support Putin’s war on
Ukraine that began on Feb. 24, 2022.

Goldschmidt publicly opposed the war, departed the country, resigned his pulpit in
Moscow’s Choral Synagogue, and resettled in Israel, leaving behind Russia and his and
his wife Dara’s work: regenerating the capital’s Jewish community following seven
decades of Soviet repression and building an orphanage, a school, and a kollel—an
academy for Talmud study.

Last summer, he urged Russia’s Jews to leave the country. This June, the country’s
Justice Ministry labeled him and several other visible opponents of the war “foreign
agents,” affixing metaphorical targets to their backs.

Nearly a year-and-a-half into Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, Goldschmidt sees his
condemning of the war and emigrating as correct. He'd been silenced “for all the years

under Putin,” he said. “I wasn’t able to say a word.”

Goldschmidt said he recognized the risk of opposing Putin. He cited Ecclesiastes 3:7:
“A time to keep silent and a time to speak.” The time, he said, was right to speak.

“The moment I knew that I'd be criticizing the war, that I'd be against the Russian
government, I knew that [ would have to leave my post as chief rabbi of the city,
because the government would use its clutches to get me out or to close down the
community, said Goldschmidt. “It was a decision I knew would have to result in my
resignation in order not to endanger the community.”

Back to Index 15
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But leaving and urging others to follow didn’t come easily. Goldschmidt said he spoke
with friends, colleagues, and community leaders in Russia and abroad. He researched
rabbis’ contemporaneous responses to anti-Jewish agitation, pogroms, and the
Holocaust. He sought clarity for what gnawed at him: Was the situation as dire as he
thought?

“I was questioning myself in the beginning if I did the right thing or not by leaving.
But as the situation evolved, there was no other way,” he said. “I just feel that theres a
moment when a communal leader has to tell his people that the future is not as bright

as it was and we should think of other options.”

As to what set his decision-making in motion, Goldschmidt recalled the events of 2022
this way: “I went to sleep in Moscow on Feb. 23 and woke up in the morning in Tehran
—a different country with a different political system. I realized that under this new
political reality, it would be impossible to speak for a Jewish future. It became almost

impossible for a Jewish community to function.”

It was a stunning end to a lengthy tenure that began when a classmate from his native
Switzerland told Goldschmidt—who, while living in Baltimore, had been ordained and
earned a master’s degree in computer science—that Moscow’s Jewish community

wished to hire a rabbi.

When Goldschmidt, his wife, and their two small children—the couple would have
seven; three now live in Israel and four in the United States—arrived in 1989, Russia
was the behemoth of a Soviet Union at once disintegrating and evolving under the
freedom-minded reforms begun by the glasnost and perestroika policies of the USSR’s
leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, and later extended by Russia’s president, Boris Yeltsin.

Back to Index 16




Publication: Tablet Mag
Date: 3 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

"Tablet
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By reversing Russia’s democratization and, later, invading Ukraine in 2014 and again in
2022, Putin has yanked the country back to its Soviet days, Goldschmidt said.

That, he said, constitutes a physical and demographic threat to Russia’s Jews, whose

numbers aren’t easily pinned down. (Goldschmidt cited estimates ranging from 90,000

to 350,000.) Approximately 100,000 Jews now seek to leave Russia, in addition to
100,000 who have already left since the war began, Goldschmidt said.

Back to Index
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Russia’s Jews, he sensed, would, as in the Soviet era, be squeezed both if they remained

and attempted to leave.
That’s when Goldschmidt called on them to emigrate.

“I feared that as a result, it’s going to be much more difficult to cross the border,” he

said.

Goldschmidt’s son Benjamin, a congregational rabbi in Manhattan, considers his father
“courageous” for urging Russian Jewish emigration. His parents had “put their whole
lives” into rebuilding Moscow’s Jewish infrastructure, but “a rabbinic judge must rule
based on the facts in front of him,” he said. “There’s no rabbinical commandment that

says you have to live in Russia.”

“We Jews have to be optimists,” Pinchas Goldschmidt said when asked whether he can
imagine living again in Moscow. “One day it’ll be possible to return, but when it is I
don’t know.”

Returning his pulpit is complex, too.

“We're going to have to see what percentage of the community is still there. Number
two, what the new political realities are, the economic realities,” he said. “Based on
that, it is going to be possible to make an educated decision.”

Meanwhile, in Israel, he remains busy. He leads classes online on Jewish topics,
including in Russian. He’s writing two books: on how Jewish law views civil marriages
and on his time in Moscow. He visits his father, Sol, 91, a retired businessman who
lives nearby and has dementia. And he spends much of his time in Munich, the

headquarters of the European Conference of Rabbis, which he serves as president.

In that role, Goldschmidt opposed Scandinavian countries’ efforts to outlaw

circumcision and kosher slaughter.

Back to Index 18
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“Over the years, he hasn’t been afraid to speak his mind,” said Mark Levin, the
Washington, D.C.-based CEO of the National Coalition Supporting Eurasian Jewry,
who has known Goldschmidt since before the latter served in Moscow.

The issues on which Goldschmidt has made an impact both in Moscow and with the
ECR is “a long list,” Levin said.

“He’s one of the—I say this in all sincerity—important international figures in Jewish
life in the last 20-something years,” Levin said. “He’s a rare combination of a diplomat

and an advocate. It demonstrates his ability to meet and address all challenges.”

Now, Moscow’s Jews face the new reality without their spiritual leader, although
synagogues, the Russian Jewish Congress, and other key organizations continue to
function. Goldschmidt maintains contact with many Muscovites, while others, he said,

“are afraid to talk to me” now.

“The fear of Big Brother—this has come back. It’s part of life in Russia today,”
Goldschmidt said. He’s less concerned by “street antisemitism,” and more by
government pronouncements, such as Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in May 2022
comparing Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to Hitler and claiming that Hitler

was partially Jewish.

After Lavrov’s statement, Goldschmidt said, he received reports from Moscow of “an

avalanche” of antisemitic posts on social media.

“The system, which became so anti-Western and so insular—it’s impossible that the
system isn’t going to bring with it manifestations of antisemitism,” he said. “Putin is
not an antisemite. But the moment there’s a sign coming from above that from now on
it’s [antisemitism| allowed, I would be very worried about the security of Jewish

institutions and every single Jew.”

He’s led fundraisers to assist Ukrainian Jews and visited Ukrainian Jewish refugees in
Romania, Hungary, Austria, and Germany. Zelensky invited him to Ukraine, and he

may lead an ECR delegation there.

Back to Index 19
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Its goal would be “very simple,” Goldschmidt said: “to support the Jewish community.”

“The great tragedy of this war,” said Goldschmidt, “is that two Jewish communities are

being destroyed: the Jewish community of Russia and the Jewish community of

Ukraine.”
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Western powers, said the Russian president, “have put a person at the head
of modern Ukraine — an ethnic Jew, with Jewish roots, with Jewish origins.

S0 in my opinion, they seem to be covering up an anti-human essence that
is the foundation... of the modern Ukrainian state.

“This makes the whole situation extremely disgusting, that an ethnic Jew
is covering up the glorification of Nazism and covering up those who led
the Holocaust in Ukraine at one time — and this is the extermination of 1.5
million people.”

Putin has repeatedly sought to paint his invasion of Ukraine as an effort to
“denazify” the country, a claim rejected by the majority of the
international community as baseless propaganda.

Kyiv called on the international community to condemn Putin’s
statements.

“Vladimir Putin linked the Jewish origin of the President of Ukraine with
the glorification of Nazism,” said Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry. “Putin’s
chronic fixation on the ethnic origin of the Ukrainian president is yet
another manifestation of the deep-rooted antisemitism of the Russian
elites.”
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Putin later noted that Zelensky was “a man with Jewish blood” before
adding that “he covers for these freaks, these neo-Nazis, with his actions.”

“Why do you put Nazis on a pedestal?” Putin asked rhetorically regarding
Zelensky.

Other senior Russian officials have also made statements about Zelensky's
background that drew furious condemnations as antisemitic.
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Zelensky has said that his great-grandfather and three of his grandfather’s

brothers died as a result of the Nazi invasion of Ukrainian territory. His
grandfather and his grandfather’s brothers took up arms against the Nazis
in the Red Army; his grandfather was the only one to survive.

Zelensky has also said he has relatives who moved to Israel in the 1990s,
during the wave of Jewish emigration from the newly dissolved Soviet
Union. As Ukrainian president, he has visited once, for the 2020 Holocaust
commemoration shortly before the COVID-19 pandemic broke out.
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Subscription required to read whole article.
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https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-society/376136 1-putin-and-jews-how-russia-is-heading-for-state-
antisemitism.html

Mo one believes the image of Ukrainians as "hardened anfi-Semites” created by the Russians. First
of all. because any complaints about Ukrainian anti-Semitism on the part of the Kremlin look comical
against the backdrop of Russian chauvinism and xenophobia, which have flourished in modern

Russia.

Indeed, while Russians are trying to present themselves as the main "denazifiers," the question of
whether it is ime to leave the country or to suffer is becoming increasingly relevant for the Jewish

community of the Russian Federation itself.

To tell the truth, Jews were urged to leave Rugsia back in December 2022 by none ofher than the

former Chief Rabbi of Moscow, Pinchas Goldschmidt.

"When we look back over Ruszian history, whenever the political system was in danger you saw the
government frying to redirect the anger and discontent of the masses fowards the Jewish commurity.
We saw this in tsarist times and al the end of the Sialinist regims,” the rabbi said in an interview with

The Guardian.
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Pinchas Goldschmidt himself lefi Moscow two weeks after February 24, 2022, because of his refusal
to publicly support the SMO and the pressure on his family by the Russian authorities. Rabbi Pinchas

nurtured the idea that all his compatricts should leave Russia for almost 9 months.

Duwring this pericd, Foreign Minister Lavrov spoke out on the Jewish topic, claiming in May 2022 that
"Hitler was also of Jewizh descent, so this does not mean anything yel” "We have long heard the
wise Jewish people say that the biggest anti-Semites are the Jews themssalves,” Lavrov added in an

interview with Italy's Rete 4.

Alzo in October 2022 Alexei Pavlovich, Assistant Secretary of the Russian Security Council, added
Lubavichivsk Hasidism to his article about "new pagan cults” in Ukraine. The Russian official called it
a "sect" and stated that the main principle of itz supporiers is "superionty over all nations and

peoples.”

As we can see, each of these statements was not made by marginalized Russian experts. But now
the "heavy arillery” is being used. Viadimir Putin again mentioned the Jewish origin of the Ukrainian
president. He said that "Western curators have put an ethnic Jew at the head of madem Ukraine” in
order to "cover up the anfi-human nafure” of Ukraine. "This makes the situalion extremely disgusting,
that an ethnic Jew is covering up the glorification of Naziem and those who once led the Holocaust in
Ukraine," Putin claimed. He added that "ordinary cilizens of lsrael understand this best of ali” and

suggested that they "=see what they say about it on the Internst"

In June, Pufin said that he had Jewish friends who did not like the Ukrainian president. "/ have many
Jewish friends from childhood. They say that Zelensky is not a Jew, he is a disgrace fo the Jewish
people. This is no joxe, na irony," Putin 2aid on the sidelines of the 5t. Petersburg Economic Forum.
And it is indeed not a joke orirony: as you know, every anfi-Semite must have his or her obligatory
"Jewish friend.” But at the same time, these often mythical Jews should not create dissonance with

their personal anti-Semites.

Putin's relationship with Jews is not good. They mestly write and do things that the Kremlin dictator
does not like. For example, on September 6, the day of the terrorist attack on the market in
Konstantinovka that killed 17 people, Israsli Ambassador to Russia Alexander Ben Zvi signed an

agreement with the Russian Ministry of Cullure on cooperation in the field of joint film preduction.
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The Israeli authorities did not publicize this agreement in any way, not even a press release in
Hebrew. And there would have been no publicity even among local flmmakers and actors if it hadn't
been for the personal telegram channel of Russian Minister of Culture Olga Lyubimova, who couldn't

hold her water and quickly told everyone about the “long-awaited agreement.”

The backdrop for her is not very good: the same "ordinary Jews™ have just left the famous Lenin
Komszomol Theater in Moscow without a single penny from a tour fo lsrael. Leninsky Komsomol has
long since disappeared, the director Mark Zakharov is gong, Yevhen Leonov has also died almost
thirty years ago, and the "Mark Zakharov Lenkem" Theater sfill exisiz. But some unknown sponsors
have found money for the theater, which transports "vehicles for the Russian army and the SMO [so-

called "special military operation™.” to travel fo Israsl.

Ovwer the past year and a half, Olga Buzova, Elena Vaenga, Grigory Leps, Philip Kirkorov, Alexander
Rosenbaum, Vyacheslav Butusov, and the RASA duo have been unable to travel to Israel under
pressure from "ordinary Jews.” Mow the public is gathering strength for the "Russian Ballet's" tour
scheduled for February 2024 under the direction of People’s Artist of the U35R Vyacheslav
Gordeyev. The latter once celebrated the annexation of Crimea, and now he will definitely not make it
to Jerusalem. But all of these "stars" together will mot tarnizsh the memory of "Mark Zakharov's
Lenkom”, because it responded in a big way: an open letter "from the actors” was shared nof on the
theater's website but in the main official media outlet of the Russian government "Rossiyskaya

Gazela.”

The following was very “nice” towards Israeli citizens from representatives of the "great Russian
culture™ "The israseli Tvans who do nof remember their ancestrny” wrthing in powerless anger,
depicting victarious jubilation, have only ance again demonstrated the unsightly appearance of the

‘defenders of Ukraine', sitting on the necks of the states of various countries.”

According to recent pollz, 76% of the Israeli population supported Ukraine after the great invasion,
while only 10% supported Russia. Among volers of right-wing parties, support for Russia was the
highest, but no more than 13%. The electorate of the center-left and lefi-wing paries clearly took the

side of Ukraine - 7% and 90%, respectively.
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The government of Benjamin Metanyahu is painfully balancing between its voters, Iran, Russia,
Ukraine, and the United States. On September 6, an agreement was signed with Russia, and on
September 7, Netanyahu called Zelensky to discuss the safety of Hasidic pilgrims in Uman. The

zame ones that Russia considers a "sect” that advocates "superierity over all nations and peoples ”

The Israeli government, in turn, is simultaneously calling on Hasidim to refrain from traveling to

Ukraine, but iz allocating 4 million shekels to help religious fravelers.

And while the |sraeli authorities are looking back at Putin, the Jews are not forgotten in Russia. "The
Officers of Russia”™ organization is demanding a ban on the disfribution of the British film "Gold.
Judgment Day”. The film will be checked for “incitement to ethnic hatred": Gold Meir mentions
Ukraine in 1913, and from the point of view of the Officers and Viadimir Putin, Ukraine did not exist at

that time.

Izrael iz the only country in the world that has increased the number of flights to Russia after the
Russian full-scale invasion-they are already taking their own out. Meanwhile, in July 2022, the
Russian Ministry of Justice made its first attempt fo liqguidate the Jewish agency "Sohnut” in the
country. In fact, Moscow can either cloge down "Sohnut” or give Iran modem SU-35 aircraft: either

step would be fatal to relations with Israel.

Everything is teetering on the edge of an abyss, and it is only a matier of time before Russian state

anti-Semitism comes to full speed.
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Russia’s delicate diplomacy with lsrael appeared to bear fruit when the
country refused to participate in western sanctions against Russia, much to
the chagrin of Kyiv, which accused Israel of ignoring the suffering of
Ukrainian Jews.

But below the surface, there had been signs that the relationship between
Russia and lsrael was deteriorating over Putin’s claims that he was fighting
“neo-Nazism” in Ukraine, while shifting his country into the orbit of Iran, an
arch-enemy of Israel.
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There was also a sense of glee in Moscow over lstaeli military and
intelligence blunders, which were presented as a testament of western
weakness.

“Apparently, the IDF leadership ... is resting on the laurels of long-past
victories,” military expert Boris Rozhin, who is close to the Russian forces
fighting in Ukraine, wrote on Telegram.

Andrei Soldatov, an expert on Russia’s security services, said such comments
“unmasked the acute psychological trauma suffered by the Russian military
after its disastrous offensive against Ukraine in the early months of 2022

“That loss of global respect is hard to bear for a nation with a proud military
tradition. So, the relief offered by Hamas has triggered an avalanche of

schadenfreude. Did you laugh at our incompetence? Now it's our turn,”
Soldatowv said.

On RBussian state television, commentators also ridiculed the tens of
thousands of Russian Jews who left for lsrael following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in order to avoid mobilisation.

Addressing the Russian parliament on Wednesday, Vyacheslav Volodin, the
speaker of the Duma, said that Russians who fled the country to side with
Ukraine should be charged with treason and sent to work in mines.

“We're probably ... talking about mines and we need to find territories where
the weather is more constant, where there's no summer,” Volodin said.

Meanwhile, Ukraine appears to have cast aside its previous grievances with
Israel, eager to fill the friendship vacuum left behind by Russia.

In a speech made alongside Mato secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg,
Ukraine’s president, Volodymyt Zelenskiy, likened Hamas’s assault on Israel
this weekend to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and said his people stood with
Israel because they understood what it meant to suffer terror attacks.

“The only difference is that there is a terrorist organisation that attacked
Israel, and here is a terrorist state that attacked Ukraine,” Zelenskiy said.
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What is the significance of the establishment of the Latin

American Rabbinical Conference?

According to a press release sent on behalf of the Conference of European
Rabbis, the establishment of this conference holds great significance, as it
signifies that the Torah in all of Latin America is one Torah, connecting the
region’s rabbis to their counterparts worldwide and to the Chief Rabbinate
in Israel. This connection is expected to enhance the honor of Heaven and
provide support to distant places, making Latin American Jewry a part of the
global network of rabbis. By preserving the status of Judaism and
implementing uniform practices, the Latin American Rabbinical Conference
aims to uphold the unity of the Torah.

The initiator and founder of the conference is Rabbi Eliyahu Hamara, the
president of the Argentine Israelite Mutual Association (AMIA) and a
member of the European Conference of Rabbis. Under his guidance, the
forum plans to hold conferences and meetings of community leaders in
different Latin American countries, fostering collaboration and cooperation
among Jewish communities.
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The Rabbinical Conference of Latin America has started
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Publication: Arutz 7
Date: 8 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.inn.co.il/news/610226

The Rabbinical Conference of Latin America has started
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Publication: Ha-Mevaser - Kehilot
Date: 8 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

To enhance Torah
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Publication: Ha-Shavua be-lerushalaim
Date: 9 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

In the special presence there was established “The Conference of Rabbis of Latin America”
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Publication: Ha-mahane ha-Haradi
Date: 10 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

Under the aegis of the Conference of Eropean Rabbis there was established a new organization. Rabbi
David Leo: “More strength to the communities, to rabbis and Torah”

Back to Index 78




Publication: Matzav ha-Ruah
Date: 11 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

In the presence of rabbis from nine communities there was established the Conference of Rabbis of Latin
America
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Publication: JDN News
Date: 4 September 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.jdn.co.il/flashes/2011811

Under the auspices of the Conference of Rabbis of Europe: the founding meeting of the 'Conference of
Rabbis of Latin America'
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Publication: JDN News
Date: 4 September 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.jdn.co.il/flashes/2011811

Under the auspices of the Conference of Rabbis of Europe: the founding meeting of the 'Conference of
Rabbis of Latin America'
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Publication: JDN News
Date: 4 September 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.jdn.co.il/flashes/2011811

Under the auspices of the Conference of Rabbis of Europe: the founding meeting of the 'Conference of
Rabbis of Latin America'
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Publication: JDN News
Date: 4 September 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.jdn.co.il/flashes/2011811

Under the auspices of the Conference of Rabbis of Europe: the founding meeting of the 'Conference of
Rabbis of Latin America'
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Publication: JDN News
Date: 4 September 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.jdn.co.il/flashes/2011811

Under the auspices of the Conference of Rabbis of Europe: the founding meeting of the 'Conference of
Rabbis of Latin America'
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Sweden Permits Burning of Holy Books
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Publication: Ha-Modia - Koteret
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Swedish police allows burning of Holy Books in the name of “freedom of expression”
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Publication: Ha-Mevaser - Koteret

Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Swedish police allows burning of Holy Books in the name of “freedom of expression”

ML DTN PRI N N

.0"00m
ATUTY ¥NBR 1D
nmpnn mauwRa DTy

Y mwpa wR? w8
wom owa wTp *190 nom™
R loby

PO UTHETA B
79y 77y X2 X7 070 v
=D AN T IR MYIIND
DINT R MTTYRT M
MY QWYma P by mayd
TH INOM MO YWD DR
PR DR TR DrRT MR
vIY On M00an weInt 9o
orpe MAwsR 03 N> onn
nwnan NNl Ttwmyn Sw
Ny ROWI SRY — 2R
JIBTTR I

m%enn Man o RomTuIR
R MR 23 ,SD NNRRR
TOY IRNP D0 77 0D
“owa 11 Taomnt bm R"a
IR OVDN AR 17.0PIR

TP 7DD DD 1AW O
nownn LOIR MA DX e
-1 O¥D MDY nThEn nvTaw
mbnpn Sw onrhiwaaa nob
Sy %31 R TPa nnTn

WNPNY aNAPLY  nauems
DTSN NDID NS DTS IR
Snan
STETTR Y130 DTV Rl
DTRYTI OMD "3 1IN

Back to Index

87




Publication: Iton Shaharit
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Swedish police allows burning of Holy Books in the name of “freedom of expression”
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Publication: Kol Hai
Date: 5 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.93fm.co.il/radio/916169

Shock: Stockholm police approves burning of holy books
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Publication: Kol Hai
Date: 5 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.93fm.co.il/radio/916169

Shock: Stockholm police approves burning of holy books
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Publication: Walla
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://judaism.walla.co.il/item/3592047

Shock: The Stockholm police allowed the burning of holy books
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Publication: Walla
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Reach: N. A.
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Shock: The Stockholm police allowed the burning of holy books

Back to Index




Publication: Walla

Date: 6 July 2023 »aTNn

Reach: N. A.

https://judaism.walla.co.il/item/3592047

Shock: The Stockholm police allowed the burning of holy books
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Publication: JDN News
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.jdn.co.il/flashes/1995727

Shock in the Jewish world. Stockholm police: it is allowed to burn holy books in the name of freedom of
speech
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Publication: JDN News
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.jdn.co.il/flashes/1995727

Shock in the Jewish world. Stockholm police: it is allowed to burn holy books in the name of freedom of
speech
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Publication: Kikar Ha-Shabbat
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.kikar.co.il/lharedim-
news/rxd7ad?fbclid=lwAR2v8b7Y 13cbgaSVfetPcFEWMn3ghL 9uNw_ udWYfwhJzrml6VezgOmOY2U

Burning of the holy books in Sweden. Goldschmidt: "A heinous act that reminds of the days before the
Holocaust"
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Publication: Kikar Ha-Shabbat
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.kikar.co.il/lharedim-
news/rxd7ad?fbclid=lwAR2v8b7Y 13cbgaSVfetPcFEWMn3ghL 9uNw_ udWYfwhJzrml6VezgOmOY2U

Burning of the holy books in Sweden. Goldschmidt: "A heinous act that reminds of the days before the
Holocaust"

TITIT W D0 VNIT 02010 [N070 OW3 JNT'Y0 0797 m0wnag W viawd 1197 1217
AWMPN TWANDMW3 7730 197 TINT VTN D000 900 7Y 27T 77IW M1 1901

O30T WTIE 90 NDWT MIWET wim 03w 13973 OiTW 93 097080 003

01100 I ID"EN D7 0N TNOWD T 7Y WM 70320 20003 O70'WT1 DIm'T
A% NITmn noio 'nal

AT M DT WHT TND7IN 31930 UT'TWT73 TNID 730 [0 T2 20 DT Nl
TR A2 WA T NRDTAT aYI00T3a DI2IWn Dipn 93T JWnn Qwun
JOTH "1 01 197w W 90 007w 12W 0EINIW 1393 VT 000 77005 I003- it

NI7T'NENn 7W 0On'MIWITa D000 OVD W07 an'ran® 0TnwTsin 10 MmN, 1TIw nywnn
TNI2WDN NPNWINGD 773 N O'INI3 138 AT ava00 79 3733 87 0171031 DMl
SIFT0 TI2JI0EN MIMVETN T3 7IVDT 7721 nire 7ol

TV T 1 R DIWEORT 17V TV NT R8I0 T030 W20N° ns 70 U7 R o an
T ANDA ORIW WS O'ITEINW 0'WYnd 2ini 7Y 113V7 O'NNTRG D DITTIVAW nimveas
OI'g7 NINWOX 01 1'NA7 00D vIN' a0 ™ 003060 WOINT 7133 I'" ON 01102 DT 07g

STIDETH IO IITUE WD TN — "TANIMGT DWN201 NN a71inem 7w

Back to Index 97




Publication: Arutz 7
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.inn.co.il/news/606965

Stockholm police: it is allowed to burn holy books in the name of freedom of speech
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Publication: Arutz 7
Date: 6 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://www.inn.co.il/news/606965

Stockholm police: it is allowed to burn holy books in the name of freedom of speech
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Publication: Yated Neeman - Koteret
Date: 7 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Swedish police allows burning of Holy Books in the name of “freedom of expression”
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Publication: Ha-Shavua be-lerushalaim
Date: 12 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Swedish police allows burning of Holy Books in the name of “freedom of expression”
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Publication: Ha-Mahane ha-Haradi
Date: 13 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Swedish police allows burning of Holy Books in the name of “freedom of expression”
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Publication: Ha-Mevaser — Koteret
Date: 1 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

There are limits to the freedom of expression - The Swedish Jews cry out: it's enough!
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Publication: Ha-Mevaser — Koteret
Date: 1 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

There are limits to the freedom of expression - The Swedish Jews cry out: it's enough!
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Publication: Ha-Mevaser — Koteret
Date: 1 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

There are limits to the freedom of expression - The Swedish Jews cry out: it's enough!
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Publication: Ha-Mevaser — Koteret
Date: 1 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

There are limits to the freedom of expression - The Swedish Jews cry out: it's enough!
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Judaism, Politics and Anti-Semitism in Germany

Back to Index 107



Publication: Yated Neeman - Koteret
Date: 7 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Munich: Remnants of ancient Synagogue in Munich discovered
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Publication: Ha-Modia - Koteret
Date: 14 July 2023
Reach: N. A.

Munich: Remnants of ancient Synagogue in Munich discovered
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Publication: The Jerusalem Post
Date: 26 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

LEJERUSALEM POST

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-756361
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Publication: The Jerusalem Post
Date: 26 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

LEJERUSALEM POST

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-756361
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Publication: The Jerusalem Post
Date: 26 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

LEJERUSALEM POST
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Publication: The Jerusalem Post
Date: 26 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

LEJERUSALEM POST

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-756361
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Publication: Bloomberg
Date: 30 September 2023
Reach: N. A.

Bloomberg

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-09-30/nazi-barbs-in-bavaria-revive-germany-s-struggles-

with-its-past?leadSource=uverify%20wall
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Nazi Barbs in Bavaria Rekindle
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® Anti-Semitism allegations overshadow state election campaign

m Scandal raises questions over Germany’s culture of memory
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The Jewish community faces an unsettling situation after an antisemitism scandal engulfed
the Bavarian regional government ahead of a crucial state election.

The south German region is ruled by a coalition of the centre-right CSU and the Free Voters (FW).
Twao maonths ago, FW leader Hubert Alwanger, wha is also the economy minister, was accused of
writing an antisemitic leaflet mocking victims of the holocaust as a schoolboy.

The scandal sent shockwaves through Germany, where antisemitism and Mazism are taboos due to
the country's past. However, it does not seem to have hurt Alwanger's party: the FW and the far-right
AfD have gained support following the scandal, according to polls ahead of the regional elections on
8 October.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister Markus S8der’s C5U has lost support following his controversial
decision to leave Alwanger in office, citing a lack of evidence against him.

The scandal and its fallout points to significant pockets of antisemitic feeling among the region’s
population.

“It is not the case that all Bavarians have suddenly become indifferent to antisemitism,” Lars
Rensmann, a political scientist at the University of Passau who has worked on antisemitism, told
Euractiv.

Rather, the economy minister managed to mohilise the “large right-wing authoritarian and right-
wing extremist patential” in the region, he said, adding that “Alwanger has succeeded in portraying
himself as the victim of a smear campaign orchestrated by ‘evil elites” and "establishment media".

Following the media revelations, the economy minister claimed that his brother was the author of
the leaflet and complained that he was the victim of 3 smear campaign.

Mare than the leaflet itzelf, it is the sudden emergence of radical attitudes that is troubling for the
large Jewish community in Bavaria.

“There is an empirical correlation between anti-establishment attitudes, conspiracy theories, and
antisemitism,” Rensmann noted.
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Right-wing hatred still drives the majority - nearly a fifth - of recorded antisemitic incidents in

Germany where the motivation is known, according to RIAS, a German non-profit that researches
antisemitism.

“A society that is respectful of all minorities - Jews, Muslims, religions and ethnicities - and has a
healthy democracy and a civil form of public dizlogue is always a safer society for Jews,” Pinchas
Goldschmidt, the Chief Rabbi of the Conference of European Rabbis (CER), told Euractiv.

The CER, an association of Jewiszh religious leaders in Europe, recently completed the relocation of its
headguarters from London to Munich, Bavaria's capital city.

The decision was also driven by the support of the CSU-led government, confirmed Goldschmidt,
wha declined to comment directly on the Alwanger case.

The ambiguous role of the C5U

Bavarian Jews have long been able to rely on the C5U as a guarantor of protection from
antisemitism.

Accordingly, community leaders rallied behind the party despite Markus S8der's refusal to fire
Alwanger.

“Overall, | understand the prime minister's decision,” Josef Schuster, president of the Central Council
of Jews in Germany, declared after Sdder's announcement.

“The Jewish communities are served very well by the regional government, and I'm positive it will stay
that way if the elections produce the results I'm hoping for,” Charlotte Knobloch, a holocaust survivor
and president of the Jewish community in Munich, affirmed at the opening ceremaony of the new CER
headguarters.

Much of the community’s ire focuses on Alwanger instead. Knobloch rejected his personal apology,
comparing the leaflet to the “vile propaganda of the Nazi era’.

For the C5U, the responsibility to make things right lies with the FW leader.

“To us this case is about unequivocally showing Jewish organisations and citizens that we support
them and that their concerns are a priority. If's now up to Mr Aiwanger to show this as well,” Florian
Herrmann, minister of the Bavarian state chancellery and a close ally of Sader, told Euractiv.,
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The CER, an association of Jewish religious leaders in Europe, recently completed the relocation of its
headguarters from London to Munich, Bavaria's capital city.

The decision was also driven by the support of the CSU-led government, confirmed Goldschmidt,
wha declined to comment directly on the Alwanger case.

The ambiguous role of the CSU

Bavarian Jews have long been able to rely on the CSU as a guarantor of protection from
antizemitism.

Accordingly, community leaders rallied behind the party despite Markus Soder’s refusal to fire
Alwanger.

*Overall, | understand the prime minister's decision,” Josef Schuster, president of the Central Council
of Jews in Germany, declared after Séder's announcement.

“The Jewish communities are served very well by the regional government, and I'm positive it will stay
that way if the elections produce the results I'm hoping for,” Charlotte Knobloch, a holocaust survivor
and president of the Jewish community in Munich, affirmed at the opening ceremony of the new CER
headguarters.

Much of the community's ire focuses on Aiwanger instead. Knobloch rejected his personal apology,
comparing the leaflet to the “vile propaganda of the MNazi era”.

For the CSU, the responsibility to make things right lies with the FW leader.

“To us this case is about unequivocally showing Jewish organisations and citizens that we support
them and that their concerns are a priority. It's now up to Mr Alwanger to show this as well,” Florian
Herrmann, minister of the Bavarian state chancellery and a close ally of Sdder, told Euractiv,

He insisted that the current polls merely reflected “a temporary phenomenon” and that the C5U
“would simply have to carry on calmly”.

However, the party is noticeably feeling pressure to regain right-wing voters zhead of the elaction. It
has markedly shifted its talking points to the right, particularly on migration.

Séder made headlines with calls for a rigorous cap on asylum and a national effort to bring down
numbers, a discourse that appears to be at odds with Goldschmidt's plea for openness.
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The right-ward shift of the Bavarian campaign reflects the risks of modern Jewish life, as the Chief

Rabbi stated that “a Jew today will always feel a little bit at home and a little bit alien [wherever they
gol".

However, the CER felt relatively comfortable in Bavaria, he added.

[Edited by Oliver NoyansBenjamin Fox]
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Pour lrauguraticn du Centre cullurel juifl 4 Munich & du nouveau siege de la Conférence europdenne des rabbins, e

19 saptembra, les principaux représentants de la communauté juive du continen se sont déplacts, Dans les superbes
locaux de la Thrkensirasse, se retrouvent le grand rabbin Pinchas Goldschmadt, qui a fui Moscou aprés |'invasion de
[Ukraine. la consule d'lsraél, Talya Lador-Fresher, le délégué bavarcis en charge de la lutie conire Fantisémitisme

Ludwig Spaenle. .. Hommages, remerciemants et iémeignages de gratitede se succédent, «La ville de Munich, & lhighoire
tragigue, accueilie désormals une we juive fonssames, déclare Pinchas Goldschmidt, faisant référence au

85 anniversaire de la Nuit de cristal. Le 10 novemnbre 1938, la synagogue de la Herzog-Ridolf Strasse 8 Munich prenait
feu, sous les imprécations de Joseph Goebbals, alors en mesting dans la ville.

En 2023, le grand rabbin s'inquiéte & ldée de «volr leg ereurs du passd se raproduirgs, malks son wolsing le ministre de
I'Education &t de la Culture bavarois, tente de la rassurer. «La haine et antisémitisme ne seront pas lolérés dans les
dcoless, lui promet Michaal Piazolo, membre des Freie Wahler, les «Electeurs libres:, un parti régional de droite aux
accenis populistes qui table sur vne reconduction de son alliance avec les chrétiens-démocrates de la CSU, & lNissue des
alections régionales, le 8 octobee (un second scrutin est prévu en Hessa).

Mais ce soir-la, entre champagne et toasts, I'évocation d'um nom est taboue: celul de Huberl Alwanger, vice-président du
Land de Baviére et chef... des Freie Wahler, #Ce n'est pas e momend de parer de gax, écarte, sans management, un
conseiller de Charlotie Knobloch, présidenta de la Communauté juive de Munich, dont la grand-mére fut pendus dans la

ghette de Theresienstadt, Cette dame fréle et distinguée de 91 ans, consclence morale de I'Allemagne, se voll empéchée
d'évoquer I'affaire Alwanger, alors que celle-cl 8 chamboulé la campagne éleciorale bavarolse el provogqué un
électrochoc dans le pays.

Polarisation de la politique allemande

Fin aolt, le quotidien de référence de Munich, la Suddeutsche Zelfung, dévoilail des écrits anlisémiles attribwés &
I'adolescent Hubert Alwanger, dalant de 1988, A I'époque le lycéen de 18 ans distribuall 4 ses camarades un
questonnaire concours visant & déterminer qui est ale plus grand fraffre & la patres, Les candidats & ce jeu étaient
invités A se présenter «au camp (bavarois) de Dachauw powr un enfrefien d'embawches. Le premier prix se woyait
proposer aun vol Fbre dans la cheminge dAuschwilze, le troisidme eure balle dans la nugque gratuites, le sigéme «wun
billed pouwr les quarliers de plaisi du camp dAuschwilze, at a partir du millisma prix, awne nwl dans wne cave de la
Gestapo, précddant un départ pour Dachaws.

Ce qui en d'autres temps aurait pu valoir la démission du numéro dewx de la Baviére, 5'est finalement soldé par un non-
lieu et une prescription. Certas, le vice-président CSU du Parlement régional, Karl Freller, s'est indigné. «Ce pamphlet est
tetement inqualiffable ef repugnant gu'il! est impossible de plaider la blaguee stupide de Fadolescents, a déclaréd a la radio
Dewtschlandfunk, le député COU, par aillewrs directeur de la Fondation das mémaodials bavarois. Mais aprés réflexion, le
président C3U du gouvernement bavarces, Markus Soder, autrefois en lice pour succéder 3 Angela Merkel, el favori des
élections de dimanche, a passé 'éponge. EL maintény son adicint dans ses fonctions.
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Ceftte polémique ne s¢ rdduit pas 3 un affrontement poliique entre un homme politique de draite ot un quotidien classé A
gauche, Elle dépasse les fronfiéres de la Baviére &1 témoigne d'une polarsalion croissante de |a vie palitique allemande,
traditionnellement basée sur le compromis, Elle met en cause les fondements de la politque mémaornelle allemande, de
nature bipartisane, basée sur le sentiment d'une responsabilité collective & I'égard des crimes de ka Shoah. «Ceifte afaire
m'a boweversée. Auparavanl, ['avails la ferme conwviction, gu'en dépi de nos divergences avec les consarvaleurs - par
exemple sur 'avortemeant - ce consensus sur fa mémoire nows wnizsait en fant que partis démocratigues. Depuis, cette
confiance fondamentale 5'est fissuwrée. Ef les citoyens juifs ont été abandonnds & lewr dowleur, leur instezse ef leur
coaren, regrathe Katanna Schulze, téte da listes des Verts aux élachons.

Rompre avec I'héritage national-socialiste

Loin de I'awair affaibli, ces controverses ont renforcé Hubert Aiwanger, qui s& voit le représentant d'une amajonis
signciewses gui aurait pour devoir de «se réapproprer la déamocraties. aMotre adversaire vient pécher dans nolre bassin
af cala fuwi profites, grince Marin Bohm, (e de liste AID aux élections, tout en e falicitant d'assister, dans catte affaire, &
un rivers idéologique de la gauche. Le parti d'eodrdmae drodle o les Freie Wahler iolalisent quelgue 30 % des inbentions
de vole, el chacun dépasse de loin les scones du SPD, la formation du chancelier Scholz,

La Bavigre la pramiére a aié prise par surprise. Cette région fut la berceau du national-socialisme avant de 5'employer
récemment & liquider cet héritage. L'an demier, le ministre de I'Education {Freie Wihiler) a organisé un programme
baptisé «Wealcome a rabbis, grice auquel des écolas onl accueilli un rabbin. Par une matinéde ensoleillée dans |& camp
de Dachai, voisin de Munich, un guide expligue a un groupe d adolescentas atentives, &n qual, ke cdlebne slogan «Arbe!
machi frefs redeve du smensonges, Dans les écoles bavaroises, la visile du camp est devenue obligatoire el chague
annee, prés de 200,000 personnes suivent un programme éducalil établi par sa fondation de Wulelle, «Linidndl manifesié
pour Mhistolre est énorme el la demande reste lowours supenaure & notre offre de senvicess, se falicite Kerstin
Schwenke, directrice du département de |'éducation au sein du Mémarial.

«Les visifes y sont passionnantess, abonde Huber Loeser, professeur d'histoire au lyce Willi-Gral de Munich, fout en
rappelant les ambiguités de la politigue mémonielle bavarsise, «Jusque dans les anndes T390, tout a éié fair
intelectualiemant pour dissocier Munich, ia vile du renouvesau économigue ef de BMW - de 58 bamleue de Dachau el on
oublie aujourd hui que dans les années 1860, ce New effrayant 8 héberge des familles, & wne période o sévissall la crise
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In his office hang pictures of the trial of Alfred Drevfus, the French army captain who was
wrongly convicted of treason and publicly humiliated because he was a Jew (he was later
vindicated).

Everywhere you go in Paris, the echos of the past are carried by the living Jewish
community. In the Great Synagogue of Paris, Rabbi Moshe Sebbag pointed to the fact that
Dreyfus was married in the synagogue and, not long after, Theodor Herzl himself visited
and crossed paths with storied Jewish leaders like the Rothschilds and Maurice de Hirsch.
Their nameplates can still be found on their reserved seats at the front of the synagogue.
The Dreyfus affair inspired Theodor Herzl, who was living in Paris, to imagine and draw up
plans for a Jewish state. While the Rothschilds were buving up property in the Holy Land
for Jewish refugees, Herzl’s famous pamphlet, “The Jewish State,” was printed by a member
of Sebbag’s congregation in the late 1800s.

One month after the establishment of the State of Israel in May
1948, Sebbag’s congregation hosted Israel’s first president, Chaim
Weizmann, for a massive community event to celebrate Israel’s
independence.These events hardly register outside France. But the
Jewish community lives and breathes the beating heart of history in
this place. The 24-year-old vice-president of the Union of French
Jewish Students, Sarah Ouakil, described the challenges Jewish
students face on university campuses here. Many are harassed.
Some are fearful to wear a yarmulke or other Jewish identification,
such as a Star of David. There are those who choose to attend
private universities, where they feel safer.In this very place, over
70,000 French Jews were shipped to death camps, such as
Auschwitz. Some of them even shared the same last name as me. Yet
here we are in 2023 and, despite a minor lull in reported violent
antisemitic crimes, Jews have once again gotten used to living in
fear.
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The murders of Jews at a school in Toulouse in 2012, at the Hypercacher market in 2015,
and, most recently, of Sarah Halimi and Mireille Knoll, motivated many Jews tao leave. But in
the last number of vears, community leaders say they feel that government and public
sentiment is on their side. After the Charlie Hebdo and Bataclan terror attacks, public
sympathy for the Jewish community has grown, according to people I've spoken with
here.“It’s no different than anywhere else around the world,” said Rabbi Moshe Lewin, a key
advisor to the chief rabbi of France and vice-president of the Conference of European
Rabbis. This might explain why there has been a reduction in the number of Jews leaving
France for Israel, after reaching a peak in 2016. “We are back to normal levels of
emigration,” Lewin said.

These are the waves of time that the community here has learned to ride. “We would not
have built this massive community building,” said Lewin of Paris’ new European Jewish
Center, “if we did not believe in the future of French Jewry.”

Arfi concurs: “T would not be raising my children here if I didn’t think they had a strong
future.”

5till, Richard Odier, director-general of Fonds social juif unifié, a Jewish welfare
organization, said that, “Doing memorials like the Holocaust is all very well and nice, but
we need to address contemporary issues like antisemitism and Islamic radicalism.”

It's the Jewish community that is on the vanguard of fighting hate and intolerance and
preserving freedom and democracy. One of the community’s quiet heroes, criminal defense
lawver Ilana Soskin, dedicates all her spare time to fighting antisemitism and hate. Her
recent trial against four French neo-Nazis who planned violent attacks against Jewish and
Muslim institutions ended with significant convictions.

It was a win, in her eves, for human rights and the preservation of freedom and democracy
in France. It was also a demonstration of the renewed commitment on part of the
government and French society to fight extremism and hate. And of the strength and
determination of the country’s Jewish community — a community that has faced much
adversity, but is striving to create a better future.

Avi Abraham Bﬁm.’o.i'o is the Founder and CEQ of The Abraham Global Peace Initiative,
Lagpiwon 1. A version of this article was originally published by the 1
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Speaking during a government meeting on Monday, Saied pointed to the name
Daniel, which was chosen for the storm, making the link with the name of a Hebrew

prophet, in a video broadcast overnight on the Tunisian presidency's social media.

“Didn’t anyone wonder why the name Daniel was chosen?” Saied asked, adding:
“Because the Zionist movement has infiltrated minds and thinking, we've fallen into

a cognitive coma.”

The storm destroyed entire neighborhoods in the Libyan city of Derna, killing

thousands of people.

WNames of storms are chosen by meteorological authorities through a alphabetical list
alternating female and male easy-to-remember names. Daniel is a very common

name across the world.

Many scholars and human rights advocates denounced the remarks on social media.

The U.5.-based Anti-Defamation League, a Jewish civil rights organization,
“strongly” condemned Saied's words as antisemitic comments that “resonate with
some of the worst conspiracy theories of Jewish control of the weather,” according to

a post on X, formerly known as Twitter.

The Union of French Jewish Students tweeted that Saied “reiterated intolerable anti-

Semitic comments.”

Saied also suggested that U.S.-sponsored talks to issue normalization agreements

between Israel and some Arab states were connected to “Zionists abroad.”

“Normalization for me is a major betrayal. The rights of the Palestinian people must

be exercised throughout the entire Palestinian territory,” he said.

In 2021, Saied denied accusations that he made antisemitic remarks while trving to

calm youths after days of unrest.
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Saied’s statement was in response to allegations by the Conference of European
Rabbis that he accused Jews of being responsible “for the instability of the country.”
The statement, relayed by some Israeli media, caused an uproar, forcing Saied to

address the allegations, which his office firmly denied.
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The remarks have led to condemnations of Saied with some Tunisia analysts and observers calling it antisemitic.
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The History of Alleged Antisemitic Remarks

This is not the first instance when 5aied has been associated with allegations of antisemitism. In 2021, the Conference of
European Rabbis accused him of blaming Jews for Tunisia’s instability during a conversation about economic protests. Although
Saied's office denied the accusations, a video posted on the official Facebook page of the Presidency of Tunisia appeared to
show Saied attributing the protests to “al yahood,” or "the Jews" in Arabic.

President Saied’s Stance on Relations with Israel

President Saied has been consistently opposed to establishing relations with Israel. Prior to taking office in 2019, he described
normalization efforts as “high treason”. Recently, he declared that the term “normalization” does not exist for him in relation to
Israel.

Denial of Antisemitic Remarks

In response to allegations by the Conference of European Rabbis that he made antisemitic remarks, Saied’s office issued a
statement denying the claims. His office denounced the propagation of false information, stating that it amounted to slander.
They emphasized that the president's speech did not involve any religion and there was no reasonable motive to deal with the
question of religion in the context of protests. Saied also reportedly spoke with the chief rabbi of Tunisia, Haim Bittan, to assure
him that Tunisian Jews enjoy the care and protection of the Tunisian state like all other citizens.

Concerns on the President’s Remarks and its Effects

The president's comments have sparked a surge in alleged racist acts. This has led to an increase in fear among Sub-5aharan
African migrants in Tunisia, some of whom are considering leaving the country. In addition to migrants, Black Tunisians, who
constitute about 10% of the country’s population, have also reportedly been targeted in racist attacks. Saied’'s remarks have
been widely criticized, with concerns raised about the potential impact on the country's stability and international relations.

President’s Remarks and Tunisia’s Political Climate

This controversy surrounding Saied adds to the existing political tension in Tunisia. In 2021, Saied seized extensive powers,
dissolving the country’s democratically elected parliament. This move has been met with criticism, with allegations of a
crackdown against judicial independence and sidelining of critics, including journalists, opposition politicians, and civil society
activists. The recent developments have raised concerns from the international community, including Washington and the
European Union, about Tunisia’s democratic process and human rignts situation.
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The state of Belarus restores and renews the building of Volozhin Yashiva in Minsk region
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“In the villages around Marrakesh there might have been damaged Jewish cemeteries and there is a need
to restore and fix the graves of the righteous”

Back to Index 164



Publication: Yated Neeman - Koteret
Date: 12 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

“In the villages around Marrakesh there might have been damaged Jewish cemeteries and there is a need
to restore and fix the graves of the righteous”

Back to Index 165



Publication: Italy 24 Press News
Date: 31 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://news.italy24.press/world/824775.html

Back to Index 166




Publication: Italy 24 Press News
Date: 31 August 2023
Reach: N. A.

https://news.italy24.press/world/824775.html

Vatican News

The no of religions to war will rize from Berlin, where the international meeting “The audacity of peace™
will take place from 10 to 12 September, the thirty-zeventh m the “spint of Azzim™, after the first praver of
world relizions desited by John Paul II. The people of peace — reads a statement from the Community of
Sant’Ezidio, promoter of the event i collaboration wath the Catholie and Evangelical Churches of Berlin —
are making an zppomiment at a2 fime when walls are rising and the resignation m the face of eternal wars,
such as the one mn Syria, and the dramatic conflict that 1z still bemng fought after a vear and a half m
Ukraine. In a world confext marked by the sad resurgence of war in Europe and by dramatic conflicts in
manv parts of the world, the Commumity explains, i addition to the mereasze in mequaliies, poverty and
the ecological criziz, it becomes urgent and necessary to imagine and build a future different. We need the
audacity to promote and build peaceful coexistence, dialogue and schidanty at all levels. For this reazon,
women and men of different relicions and cultures will meet for 3 days to discuss and work together

towards a future of peace and solhidarty m the spirit of Aszsian

The president of the Community of Sant’Ezidio presents the meeting of the “Spint of Assim™ with relizious
representatives to be held in the German capital from 10 to 12 September ...

The choice of Berlin

The choice of the German capital to host the event 1= highly symbolic, as explained by the president of the
Commumity Mareo Impaghazzo: “In 2 ssason that zees many walls rise again and worrving polarizations
grow, the example of a city, a zreat European capital, where a wall has fallen due to the strength of
democracies, dizlogune and the patience to build channels of peace, it is fundamental and gives hope for the
futura”. The manguration, on the afternoon of 10 September, will be followed the day after by 20 forums
on topics such asz the emvironmental crizis, migrants, mterrelizious dialogue, globalization, dizarmament,
which numerous ralipions leaders and personalifiss from institufions znd from around the world wall

participate of culture from 33 countries on all contnents, as well as numerous delegations from the vanous

Christian Churches, Islam Judaizm and other werld relizions.

The participants

Among the participants will be the German president and chancallor Frank-Walter Steimmeier and Olaf
Scholz, the president of Gumea Bissan Umaro S1msoco Embalo, the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahmed Al-
Tayyeb, cardinal Matteo Zuppi, president of the Italian Bisheps’ Conferance |, the president of the
Conference of European Fabbis, Pnchas Goldschmidt, and the Assvnan patnarch Mar Awa Fovel from
Irag. The final ceremony will take place i front of the Brandenburg (Gate on the afterncon of 12 September
where 2 message from Pope Franecis is expected and the appseal for peace of world relizgions will be read.
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Berlin: World religions say NO to war

Sep Tth, 2023
Source: Community of Sant'Egidio
The International Mesting for Peace will take place in Berlin from 10-12 Septemnber.
Organised by the Community of Sant'Egidio, in collaboration with the Catholic and
SANTEGIDIO Evangelical Churches of Berlin this will be the 37th Meeting for Peace in the 'Spirit of Assisi’,
ol GID after the first prayer of the world religions, convened by 5t Pope John Paul Il

The event will include an opening assembly, 20 thematic forums and a closing ceremony. A wide audience from all over
Europe, from different age groups, including many young people, has registered to participate. Many more interested people
will follow the various sessions online.

Berlin is a highly symbalic choice, as the president of Sant'Egidio, Marco Impagliazzo, explained: "In a season that witnesses
the resurgence of so many walls and the growth of worrying polarisation, the example of a city, a great Europesan capital,
where a wall was brought down by the strength of democracy, dialogue and so much patient effort in the search of paths to
peace, is crucial and gives hope for the future.”

MNumerous leaders of different religions and cultures, as well as representatives of institutions from 33 countries across all
continents will attend. Among them are the Prasident of the Federal Republic of Germany, Frank-Walter Steinmeier (at the
opening assembly) and the Federal Chancellor, Olaf Scholz (in dialogue with Marco Impagliazzo in a forum), the President of
Guinea Bissau Umaro Sissoco Embald, the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahmed Al-Tayyeb, the President of the Conference of
European Rabbis Pinchas Goldschmidt, Cardinal Matteo Zuppi and Assyrian Patriarch Mar Awa Royel from Irag, together
with important delegations from various Christian Churches, Islam, Judaizsm and other world religions, including major
Buddhist and Hindu delegations from Japan and India.

The programme includes an opening assembly on Sunday afternoon, September 10th, followed by 20 forums on Monday
11th and the morming of Tuesday 12 on various topics - the ecological crisis, migrants, inter-religious dialogue, democracy in
the contemporary age, globalisation, disarmament and artificial intelligence.

The final ceremony will take place in front of the Brandenburg Gate (Pariser Platz) on September 12th afternoon. A message
from Pope Francis is expected and the world religions’ appeal for peace will be read out. Testimonies from countries at war,
such as Ukraine and Afghanistan, are also plannad.
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Special project: Jewish communities celebrate Yom Kippur
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Special project: Jewish communities celebrate Yom Kippur
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Special project: How do Jewish communities around the world behave | Strasbourg
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Furore over the ‘Baron Memorandum’ to
Lithuania’s Prime Minister and Speaker of
Seimas
5 October 2023

[LAST UPDATE: 150CT.]

DOCUMENTS | OPINION | HUMAN EIGHTS | QLD VILNA JEWISH CEMETERY AT
PIRAMONT | OPPOSITION TO CONVENTION CENTER | CEMETERIES & MASS GRAVES
LITHUANIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY AFFAIRS | CHABAD IN VILNIUS

First. the documents.

All these recent documents, cireulated by now to hundreds (if not thousands) of
recipients, whether by direct email blast or by multiple forwards of such blasts (byv
their own authors’ offices and supporters), are, needless to say, now in the public
domain, and form part of an important record for the issues of today, and for the
chronicles of history.

Most of the ongoing squabbling is, in the view of many of today's Jews in
Lithuania, directly or indirectly brought about by the Lithuanian government’s
decision to plonk tens of millions of dollars in the hands of an (Orwellian-named)
foundation (“Good Will Foundation™) controlled sinee its inception a dozen vears
ago by two non-rotating chairpersons, neither of whom legitimately represent
Lithuania’s Jews. Then there are the issues, including the fate of the Old Vilna
Jewish Cemeterv, the need for genuine Jewish community democracy and
pluralizm, the right of minority communities to opinions that digress from state
agencies, including, of course, the freedom to speak up about prevalent far-right
Holocaust revisionism that extends to public-space shrines glonfving Holocaust
collaborators, In Vilnins, and bevond.
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Regular Defending History readers will note that a number (not all) of the
substantive points made in “the Baron Memorandum” (doc. no. 1 below) are rather
congruent with Defending History positions over the vears, albeit arrived at
independently and via differing points of departure. For example, Rabhi Baron's
citing an official who told him “The people of Vilnius will not accept [the Jewish]
cemetery in their midst” corresponds to our documentation of ultranationalist
views that Vilnins must be Lithuanianized much more completely than at present,
and that a large Jewish cemeterv in its heart cannot be countenanced under any
circumstances (quite separate from all the commercial and business interests).

1. 24 Sept. 2023: Rabbi Elchonon Baron’s letter to the prime
minister of Lithuania and the speaker of the Seimas (Lithuanian

b

.28 Sept. 2023: Rabbi Sariel Rosenberg’s letter in Hebrew to
major rabbinic leaders in response.

.28 Sept. 2023: English translation of Rabbi Rosenberg’s letter.

()

4.4 Oet. 2023: Conference of European Rabbis (CER) letter to the
prime minister of Lithuania and the speakers of the Seimas.

5. Relevant document from 2020: The Conference of European
Rabbis (CER) explicitly forbade the allegedly corrupt London-
based CPJCE from any further involvement with the Old Vilna
Jewish Cemetery [following a lamentable record]. The gquestion
today: Will the CER. now publicly support restoration of the
cemetery and removal of the Soviet ruin marring its center, even
after the reported recent agreement with the Good Will
Foundation, AJC, LJC, ete?

6. See also Defending Historv's opinion piece of 27 Sept. on the
fateful choice before the current Working Group on the future
of the Old Vilna Jewish Cemeterv [update of 15 October: See
now Julius Norwilla’s report on the Working Group’s
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Second, our opinions.

1. The Old Vilna Jewish Cemeteryv: Powerful forces (including the financial interests
of builders, contractors, politicians, ultranationalists (who do not want the Old

restoration and glorious future development of the hated Soviet-era Sports Palace
ruin that the Soviets erected in the heart of the Old Vilna Jewish Cemetery. This
contrasts markedly with the overwhelming majority of views not linked to these
special interests: that the Sowviet evesore must be removed, and the cemetery
lovingly restored as per Jewish law as well as the universal principles of human and
minority rights of the deceased to be left in peace. These rights are recognized by
the European Union and the 1.5, Congress. The timing of the recent documents is

hands of vet another “international working group”.

z. The rich and powerful are again managing to totally bypass the living Jewish small-
¢ community of Lithuania, encompassing several thousand who feel themselves

......................

restitution to the personal will of two individuals. One is from the state-financed
“Lithuanian Jewish Community” and one is from the American Jewish Committee
(AJC), whose supporters and donors in the United States should be speaking up
passionately against what is being done in their name. It is characteristic that none
of the documents even mention the Vilmius Jewish Community, which comprises
the overwhelming majority of todav's small Lithuanian Jewish small-c community.
This is a story where the people about whom it's supposed to all be about count for
absolute zero as glorv-hungrv dignitaries fly in and out of Vilnius, plaving the
historic role of Useful Jewish Idiots.
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5. Thiz journal has for vears championed the rights of Chabad Lubavitch and its
deeply dedicated rabbi — the only rabbi to have lived in Vilna full time for three
stood with its leaders and community during vears when the state-financed
community used police and massive funding to destroy the group (funding derived,
incidentallv, from part of the value of prewar religious property assets controlled
by the LJC and AJC bosses). At the same time—and there is not the slightest
contradiction here—this journal has supported the need for a traditional Litvak
tradition option in town (what Jewish shtetl doesn't have two shuls?). Life can be
strange, and Vilna Jewish community issues can be more strange still (see the

Chabad (after a campaign against that persecution spearheaded by Defending
History) resulted, ironically, in the demise of the separate Chabad synagogue
(which was a sheer delight to attend whatever one’s personal persuasion) and its
amalgamation into the illesitimate resitution-funded structure of the same
community that persecuted it for so long. The result is a synagogue where many
Jewish residents of Vilna no longer feel comfortable in the atmospherics of an
authoritarian LIC/GWTF Big Brother keeping watch on who goeth and who cometh.
Vilna's Jews vearn for a return to the days of two happyv and successful
prayerhouses in town, Chabad and the traditional Litvish shul. Needless to sav,
many attended both on numerous oceasions during the yvearly cyele making for a
community that felt so normal before the injection of tens of millions of restitution
in the care of two non-rotating bosses. In this connection, we applaud the
occasional Jewish holiday events organized by visiting Litvak Misnagdic
(Lithuanian tradition) rabbis, usually in a hotel, but hasten to point out the almost
cruel insufficiency, of (for example, as this past year), providing a lovely Purim
holiday and then leaving this community high and drv for Passover and all the
other holidays, right down to the High Holidays coming to an end in several days.
Impassioned pleas for a verv small sum needed to bring a beloved Jerusalem
Litvak cantor to town for Yom Kippur were summarily ignored. The need for the
wider rabbinic community to arrange regular (rather than once in a blue moon)
Lithuanian-tradition services and holidays in Vilna does not in the least detract
from the beauty of the Purim celebration, singlehandedly provided by Rabbi Baron
on site. To the contrary, it demonstrated the urgent need felt by a traditionalist
segment of the community, and their dismay that so many rabbis fly in and out for
photo events without bothering to set up an entity that would be independent of
the restitution-funded community from which so many feel utterlv excluded. It is
vital that the powerful rabbinic organizations so quick to circulate missives and
denunciations of colleagues would also provide for the holidavs and pravers in
towmn, on a regular basis, as well as speak out clearly, and fearlessly, against the new
plans to turn the old Vilna Jewish cemeterv into a conference center under
“Jewish” auspices.
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4. For all their squabbling and exchanges of missives to the prime minister and the
speaker of the Seimas, and all the expensive junkets for photo-ops with the high
and mighty in Lithuania, are any of these folks going to establish even a tinv,
modest Litvak tradition house of praver and holiday celebration (think: the
traditional Litvak kloyz) that is open everv dav of every week of the vear, where all
are welcome, and that iz totally separate from the state-sponsored “Jewish affairs
ministry” community? This option implicitly (or not so implicitly) makes the
profound peint that a few thousand Jews living in today's free, democratic and
delightful Lithuania, may be a small remnant, but they are not zero, and their
Jewish and human needs must remain at the forefront of foreign Jewish
intervention in the country.

All the foregoing, on issues important in themselves, is not unrelated to the wider
historic integrity and dignity of history on a number of fronts, including the history
of the Holocaust, a topic on which, alas, a number of East European countries have
invested many millions, directly and indirectly, in fostering a bogus narrative of
“Double Genocide” intended to downgrade the Holocaust, inter alia by recasting the
raised last month by Yad Vashem chairman Dani Davan and covered by mainstream
international media including the London Times. One of the major tools of East
European governments’ campaigns to downgrade the Holocaust while seeking to
delegitimize other opinions and local dissidents, is to find “important Jews” and
manipulate just how much, and when, they are allowed to dissent from state history
revisionism.
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Finally, if we cast aside the current rabbis’ “wars of the missives” (and who is
“empowered” to represent whom), and continue to think just about the important
issues, it must again be said that Fabbi Baron's text dares to raise, in his own
rabbinic stvle, the real issues that need to be on the agenda, and for that alone
Litvak history will include his text in its historic memory. By pouring tens of
1s malign impact on freedom of discussion of all issues, including the Holocaust, the
accurate prewar magnitude of the Jewish minority, and the fate of old Jewish
cemeteries. Rabbi Baron's 24 Sept. 2023 missive (no. 1 in the series linked above)

words the government reverted to the position that onlv Jews who are paid by the
Lithuanian government are allowed to represent international Jewry” [note: three
embedded links have been added; “pavment” here refers of course to the tens of
millions of the Good Will Foundation and government agencies, with all decision
making in the hands of the two non-rotating chairs, not to personal payvments].
Rabbi Baron’s text, in addition to sundry other substantive points also makes the
point that a recent plague at a Jewish mass grave site uses the word “forced”
(inserted bv the far-right, ultranationalist state-sponsored Genoecide Center) to
describe the local murderers whose spree of voluntary and enthusiastic slanghter of
thousands of their neighbors started on 23 June 1g941. in dozens of locations before
the first German soldiers’ arrival. This one will go down in history as a case where a
single, in-itself innocuous word (“forced™) serves to falsify historv. But the world 1s
now looking (no longer just a small band of dissidents in Vilnius). The falsification
of history must and will fail.
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